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Dear Neighbor: 
 
As you know, some of our state’s most glaring issues include unemployment and helping people 
recover from Hurricane Sandy.  We are working on initiatives that will spur job growth and provide 
more assistance for the victims of the storm. 
 
New Jersey's economy continues to struggle and people have stopped looking for work in record 
numbers. One piece of legislation we are working on is the “New Jobs for New Jersey” tax credit 
program, which would provide incentives to small private sector employers who increase their work-
force by hiring unemployed workers. The legislation was passed last session, but vetoed by the 
governor.  Under S153, an employer of 100 or fewer full-time employees would be eligible for a tax 
credit against the corporation business tax or the gross income tax, whichever applies, for each eli-
gible individual they employ in the state on a full-time basis during a tax year. The “New Jobs for 
New Jersey Act” is really just plain common sense, providing incentives to people to hire those who 
have been out of work the longest is an easy way to reduce unemployment in the state. 
 
A second bill would give priority in terms of state-administered training programs to those who have 
suffered from long term unemployment.  At least 50% of the training funds for displaced workers 
would be reserved for training and employment programs at community colleges for laid off workers 
who have exhausted all UI benefits.  S1621 is important given that approximately 79,000 New Jer-
seyans lost their benefits at the turn of the year.  What we are seeing is that people who have been 
out of work for long periods of time simply stop looking for a job.  These folks do not just disappear 
and their families do not just find another way to make do. That is why we must pass this measure 
to help provide opportunities for people to find work. 
 
Many of our residents who have been negatively impacted by the economy are also struggling 17 
months after Hurricane Sandy hit New Jersey.  We are working on legislation that would establish a 
“Sandy Bill of Rights.”  S1306 would do several things, including requiring a plain language expla-
nation of what is needed to be eligible and to apply for Sandy recovery programs; the right to know 
where a relief application stands and what additional information is needed and the right to know 
why an application was rejected.  Recent media accounts and advocacy groups have reported vari-
ous problems in the Sandy aid process.  For example, some families were being told they would 
lose their aid for failure to provide certain documents, while others were given no such ultimatum. 
  
We look forward to the passage of these bills as they will help improve our economy and provide 
the long awaited assistance Hurricane Sandy victims have been waiting for.    
 

Sincerely, 
 

  Steve Sweeney                 John J. Burzichelli                 Celeste M. Riley 
Senate President                 Deputy Speaker                  Assemblywoman 

If you would like to be added to this E-Correspondence, please sign-up for our Newsletters on our website at www.njlegdistrict3.com.   


