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Dear Neighbor: 

Part of the revitalization of our economy rests on strategies and ways to further reduce the level of 
poverty in our state. We recently championed a new law and a constitutional amendment that will 
make the state’s bail system fairer.  This reform would place more weight on the risk posed to the 
public’s safety and less weight on the individual’s ability to pay.   

Senate bill 946, which was signed into law, will make the bail system fairer by allowing those who 
commit minor, non-violent offenses to have non-monetary bail options. The new law will no longer 
keep non-violent offenders in jail just because they cannot afford to post bail.  Instead, it will pre-
sent non-violent offenders with an opportunity to return home, rebuild their lives, and continue with 
employment activities.  Until now, the system penalized these individuals and made their lives 
worse by keeping them in jail for months at a time, while wealthy gang leaders returned to commu-
nities where they continued to commit more crimes. As an additional part to this reform, a constitu-
tional amendment, SCR128, will be on the ballot in November for voter approval.  If voters approve 
the measure, the courts will be granted the ability to keep dangerous defendants behind bars if they 
pose a serious threat to the community or to others. 

As part of our efforts to improve the quality of life of New Jerseyans, we worked on a package of 
bills, which were signed into law, that will streamline New Jersey’s “Farm to School” program.  This 
program connects school meals with our local agriculture industry by purchasing directly from local 
farmers.  This strategy increases the profitability of farming, improves access to school meals and 
means students gain better access to fresh, nutritious and seasonal food, thereby improving child-
hood nutrition.  The new law will support the “Farm to School” program by raising awareness of the 
program, create potential revenue streams for continued development and create a clearinghouse 
web portal to allow farmers to better connect with schools and food banks.  It will allow the        
Secretary of Agriculture to solicit and accept private and public monetary contributions to help fund 
the “Farm to School” program which will also help feed children during the school year. 

We look forward to continuing to work on these quality of life issues for all residents and hope that 
these measures build a foundation to help present and future generations thrive within our great 
state.  Thank you for giving us the opportunity to share this update and for the honor of represent-
ing you in the State Legislature. 

Sincerely, 

 Steve Sweeney                 John J. Burzichelli                 Celeste M. Riley 
Senate President                 Deputy Speaker                  Assemblywoman 

If you would like to be added to this E-Correspondence, please sign-up for our Newsletters on our website at www.njlegdistrict3.com.   


