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A  new law that Senate President Steve 
Sweeney led efforts to get passed and        

Assembly Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli spon-
sored will overhaul the criminal justice process 
in New Jersey by creating a fairer bail system. 
 The law reforms the way in which bail and 
pretrial release determinations are made.  It pro-
vides courts with the authority to deny pretrial 
release, establish speedy trial deadlines and au-
thorize the Judiciary to revise fees to help fund a 
pretrial risk assessment and monitoring pro-
gram, legal services for the poor and other court 
related programs and services. 
 “The criminal justice system in New Jersey 
was sorely in need of modernization,” said Dep-
uty Speaker Burzichelli. “This measure ensures 
that bail will be administered in a fair way and 
those persons charged with a crime receive their 
right to a speedy trial.” 
 The reforms are designed to encourage the 
courts to engage in pretrial release by non-
monetary means to reasonably assure an eligible 
defendant’s appearance in court when required 
while protecting the safety of the community.  
The court upon motion by a prosecutor can or-

der pretrial deten-
tion under certain 
circumstances. 
Monetary bail 
could be set for an 
eligible defendant 
only after the de-
fendant’s commit-
ment to jail and 
when it is deter-
mined that no other conditions of release will 
reasonably assure the defendant’s appearance in 
court when required. 
  “These changes to the bail system will ensure 
that public safety is protected and at the same 
time keeps taxpayer dollars from being wasted 
because alleged offenders charged with lower 
level offenses are incarcerated for months simply 
because they can’t afford bail,” said Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney.   
 Most of the provisions of the new law will not 
go into effect until January 2017.  This is predi-
cated on voter approval of a ballot measure this 
fall granting the Legislature the authority to 
make these changes to New Jersey’s bail system.  

Bill Would Promote South Jersey’s Tourism Locations 

A ssemblywoman Celeste Riley is working to boost local tourism in her home-
town of Bridgeton and the South Jersey region this summer with the intro-

duction of Assembly bill 3796.   
 The bill would promote tourist facilities and attractions such as the A.J. Meer-
wald and the Delaware Bay Museum & Folklife Center located in New Jersey’s 
Delaware Bayshore.  The A.J. Meerwald, New Jersey’s Official Tall Ship, is an au-
thentically restored 1928 New Jersey Oyster Schooner. The Meerwald is on the 
National Register of Historic Places and has received numerous awards over the 
years.  Each year the Meerwald brings to life New Jersey’s rich maritime history, 
coastal ecology, and marine sciences to thousands of New Jersey’s school chil-
dren. 

 The bill would require the New Jersey Department of Transportation to include tourist-oriented 
facilities located in New Jersey’s Delaware Bayshore in the department’s Tourist Oriented Directional 
Sign Program (TODS).  The TODS program provides for signs to be placed on certain roadways in 
the state identifying places that may be of interest to tourists and providing directions to those places. 
Article continues on Page 2. 



Third District Newsletter Volume 9 Issue 4 - Fall 2014 

State Investment in Transportation Would Help Stabilize Local Taxes 

I n an effort to help improve the state’s 
economy, Senate President Steve 

Sweeney is advocating for a stable fund-
ing source for New Jersey’s Transporta-
tion Trust Fund.  Senator Sweeney be-
lieves that investing in New Jersey’s 
bridges, roads and railways plays an im-
portant role in attracting businesses to 
our state and increasing job opportuni-
ties for our residents. 
 “I am calling for a doubling of state 
aid to counties and municipalities for 
road and bridge projects,” said Senate 
President Sweeney.  “Increased local aid 
for transportation projects is a crucial 
element in lowering taxes and creating 
jobs.  I am urging Governor Christie to 
come forward with a plan and work with 
me to replenish the state Transportation 
Trust Fund.” 
 According to the state Department of 
Transportation, local transportation pro-
jects from the New Jersey Transportation 
Trust Fund totaled $156 million in 2014 
between counties and municipalities, and 
accounted for one-tenth of total spending 

from the fund. 
 Municipalities are responsible for 64 
percent of New Jersey’s roads, and 
county governments are responsible for 
22 percent. Sweeney noted that munici-
palities are shouldering too much of the 
burden with maintaining the transporta-
tion infrastructure and the cost is placed 
on property taxpayers.  
 “I am also pushing for a funding so-
lution that would cover the long-planned 
extension of the Glassboro-Camden light 
rail line and improve our state’s freight 
rail infrastructure,” said Senate President 
Sweeney.  “Investing and improving our 
transportation infrastructure is necessary 
in order to attract jobs and reduce the 
property tax burden.”  
 Improving mass transportation will 
take cars and trucks off the roads which 
will improve traffic conditions for daily 
commuters.  Senate President Sweeney 
noted that he is ready and open to nego-
tiate a solution with the governor to cre-
ate a stable source of funding.  
 “This is a top priority and I will not 

allow it to be ignored,” said the senator.  
“We have to make sure that our bridges 
are safe and create a transportation in-
frastructure that attracts businesses to 
our state. We cannot expect the cost of 
maintaining the fund to fall on the backs 
of municipalities and property taxpay-
ers.” 

Burzichelli Calls for Investigation of 2012 Paulsboro Train Derailment   

D eputy 
Speaker 

Burzichelli 
sent corre-
spondence on 
September 24 
to federal and 
state prosecu-
tors asking 
them to con-
duct a crimi-
nal investiga-
tion against 

Conrail regarding the maintenance of the 
Mantua Creek rail bridge. The request 
stems from the 2012 train derailment on 
the rail bridge that forced the evacuation 
of the residents of Paulsboro. 
 In a letter sent to both to the U.S. At-

torney’s Office and the state Attorney 
General, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli 
noted a recent report by the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) de-
termined that Conrail’s failure to repair a 
defective locking mechanism on the 
bridge, coupled with its failure to prop-
erly train rail crews to inspect the bridge, 
likely caused the accident.  The NTSB 
report also revealed that the bridge had, 
on numerous occasions, malfunctioned 
in the year prior to the derailment.  It 
was also reported that Conrail’s own en-
gineering consultant advised Conrail to 
permanently lock the bridge, but Conrail 
did not implement that recommendation. 
 “I respectfully call upon you to re-
view the NTSB report and conduct what-
ever additional investigation may be 

warranted, with an eye toward pursuing 
potential criminal charges to address 
what appears, at a minimum, to be negli-
gent conduct on the part of Conrail in 
failing to properly maintain and inspect 
the bridge,” Assembly Deputy Speaker 
Burzichelli stated in his letters. 
 Four rail cars were involved in the 
November 2012 derailment.  Three rail 
cars containing vinyl chloride and a 
fourth containing ethanol fell off of the 
tracks and into Mantua Creek. One car 
ruptured sending approximately 
200,000 gallons of vinyl chloride into 
the atmosphere.  Hundreds of Paulsboro 
residents were evacuated and many indi-
viduals were taken to local hospitals.        

 Riley Legislation Supports the Delaware Bayshore Tourism Areas  
Continued from Page 1. 
 An additional attraction for visitors is the Bayshore Center at Bivalve, which in 2001 purchased six sheds, and has restored 
the sheds to their 1920’s appearance.  The sheds serve as a “portal of discovery” for the history, culture and environment of the 
Delaware Bayshore region.   
 “Promoting tourism in the South Jersey region will help improve the economy,” said Assemblywoman Riley.  “We need to 
take advantage of every opportunity to attract tourists to our state and help our local businesses grow.” 
 New Jersey’s Delaware Bayshore stretches along the southwestern coast of the state in Cape May and Cumberland coun-
ties.  New Jersey’s Delaware Bayshore contains salt marshes, woodlands, beaches, dunes, and many tidal rivers and is recog-
nized for its wetlands and diverse wildlife, including more than 300 bird species.  For more information on New Jersey’s Dela-
ware Bayshore, visit http://bayshorecenter.org/. 

In September, Senator Sweeney discussed 
the importance of funding the Transporta-
tion Trust Fund in Somers Point. 
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B eginning in 1978, casino gaming in At-
lantic City has been an economic gen-

erator for all of New Jersey. At its peak, At-
lantic City casinos employed over 40,000 
people. As part of the pact to allow gaming in 
New Jersey, the people made a commitment 
to assist senior citizens and individuals with 
disabilities with getting access to prescriptions 

and other desperate needs. Atlantic City has delivered on its 
promise; and in 2006 gaming revenue reached a height of $5.2 
billion. 
 Since its peak, the market for gaming has changed. Conven-
ience gaming has proliferated throughout the U.S. with casinos in 
the backyards of one time day trippers to Atlantic City. As Senate 
President, I have been and will remain committed to Atlantic 
City’s vitality. I have worked to create a Tourism District to attract 
non-gamers and to pass legislation to create Internet gaming. But 
we still see the city struggling to keep casinos open and maintain 
jobs. 
 The future of gaming in New Jersey is contingent on being able 
to adapt to a changing market. For decades, Atlantic City was a 
world-wide tourist destination based largely on the lure of casino 
gaming, mixed with beautiful beaches. Times have changed, how-
ever, and we can no longer close our eyes to the reality that other 
markets are luring away dollar after dollar that could be spent right 
here in New Jersey. Moreover, Superstorm Sandy and the failure 
of New Jersey to adequately climb out of a deep economic reces-
sion have created additional hurdles for Atlantic City.  That is why 
it is time we consider whether to give voters the option of expand-
ing gaming outside of Atlantic City in the near future. 
 The need to examine expanding gaming does not mean, how-
ever, that we are giving up on Atlantic City.  In fact, the region has 
been an important part of our past, and the tens of thousands of 
people whose livelihoods depend on the gaming industry will not 
be forgotten.  But Atlantic City is going to have to expand beyond 
just gaming. For too long, the city relied almost solely on gambling 
revenues to keep the engine running. That format was bound to 
run into problems eventually; we have now seen three casinos and 
possibly a fourth close. We must totally reinvent how Atlantic City 
bills itself to the world. To help achieve that change, I am calling 

for all stake holders – representative of working people, business 
and community leaders, elected officials, the governor – to gather 
within the next 45 days to determine how Atlantic City can best 
reinvent itself. We have already seen vast improvements in the 
City: the boardwalk is cleaner and safer and entertainment oppor-
tunities are expanding. The new mayor, Don Guardian, is prag-
matic and knows the future of Atlantic City will mean more than 
just gaming. But we have to be prepared for the future. 
 As we begin this dialogue, I believe there are several key com-
ponents that must be discussed before we even bring the question 
of gaming expansion before the voters. 
 They are: 
 First, the protection of Atlantic City as the premier gaming des-
tination.  Any gaming facility outside Atlantic City must be sited in 
such a way as to minimize "cannibalization" of Atlantic City and 
should be constructed as a "convenience gaming" establishment, 
not a destination resort. 
 Second, the state has invested a lot in Atlantic City, but Atlantic 
City has provided a significant return on that investment.  That is 
why a tax rate for gaming outside Atlantic City should be what it is 
for neighboring states: approximately 50%.  Of that revenue col-
lected, 50% of it needs to go back to Atlantic City in perpetuity to 
assist in the rejuvenation and stabilization of Atlantic City.  Those 
funds should be administered in an open and transparent way. 
 Third, jobless casino employees should have the right of first 
employment at any new gaming facility. 
 Fourth, current Atlantic City owners and operators who have 
invested in New Jersey should have the first opportunity to own 
and/or operate any new facility. 
 Finally, Atlantic City government, at all levels, must be trans-
formed and restructured in view of its new mission and the 
changes Atlantic City is experiencing. 
 I made a commitment to allowing reforms to take shape in 
Atlantic City. I am standing by that commitment, and I am encour-
aged by the positive steps Mayor Guardian has taken. But failure 
to think and look forward will mean getting caught on our heels 
while jobs and dollars continue to leave the state. 

 
Steve Sweeney, Senate President 

September 2014 

 Looking Towards the Future of Atlantic City and Gaming in New Jersey 

 
 
 
 
  

 

• New Jobs for New Jersey Tax Credit Program  
 

S153 (Sweeney) ~ The “New Jobs for New Jersey” tax credit 
program would provide incentives to small private sector 
employers who increase their workforce by hiring unem-
ployed workers. Under the bill, an employer of 100 or fewer 
full-time employees would be eligible for a tax credit against 
the corporation business tax or the gross income tax, which-
ever applies to the employer, for each eligible individual 
they employ in the state on a full-time basis during a tax 
year.  The bill passed the Senate and is awaiting considera-
tion by the Assembly Commerce and Economic Development 
Committee.  

• Bill Would Help Extend Growing Season for Farmers 
 

A3124 (Burzichelli/Riley) ~ This bill would exempt certain 
temporary farm structures from permit and transition area 
requirements of the “Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act.” 
Temporary farm structures have the effect of extending the 
growing season, allowing New Jersey farmers to compete 
with farmers from states with warmer climates and longer 
growing seasons.  This measure was amended and passed 
from the Assembly committee and awaits an Assembly floor 
vote.  
 
 

Updates of District Legislation in the 2014-15 Session  
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Preservation of NJ Farmland and Open Spaces is Placed on Nov. Ballot 

S enate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and 
Assemblywoman Riley have worked on the passage of a con-

stitutional amendment to dedicate existing corporate business 
tax revenues to continue critical land, water, park, farmland 
and historic preservation efforts. 
 SCR84 which was approved by the Legislature in August of 
2014 would establish a long-term source of sustainable fund-
ing for the preservation and stewardship of New Jersey’s open 
spaces, parks, waterways and historic sites.  The constitutional 
amendment would shift an already dedicated earmark of the 
Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenue to include funding for 

open space projects such as Green and Blue Acres, historic and 
farmland preservation projects.  
  Open space funding is used to acquire and develop lands 
for recreation and conservation purposes, and to preserve 
farmland and fund historic preservation.  According to the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, to date more 
than 1.2 million acres of land have been preserved through this 
funding.  
 The amendment will be on this November’s ballot for voter 
approval. 

Constituent Corner:  
Assistance Programs for Hearing Aids and Prescriptions 

 New Jersey offers a wide variety of assistance programs 
such as the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Dis-
abled program (PAAD), the Hearing Aid Assistance to the 
Aged and Disabled program (HAAAD), and the Senior Gold 
Prescription Drug Program.   
 PAAD is a program that assists eligible residents by con-
tributing toward the cost of prescription drugs, insulin, in-
jectable medicines used in the treatment of multiple sclerosis, 
and items such as syringes associated with the use of such 
medicines.   
 Through HAAAD, a person may receive a $100 reimburse-
ment for the purchase of a hearing aid.  In order to receive 
HAAAD, a person must be currently enrolled in the PAAD 
program and not currently receiving Medicaid or other insur-
ance coverage, unless it is partial or limited insurance cover-
age. 
 In order for a person to be eligible for the programs, they 

must be a New Jersey resident, 65 years of age or older, or 18 
years of age or older and receiving Social Security Title II Dis-
ability benefits, and receive an annual income for 2014 of less 
than $26,130 if single, and $32,037 if married.   
 A New Jersey resident may also qualify for the Senior Gold 
Prescription Discount Program, which is a state-funded pre-
scription program with a different co-payment and income 
eligibility guidelines than those of PAAD.  The Senior Gold 
prescription card works together with Medicare and can re-
duce out-of-pocket expenses associated with prescription 
medication costs. 
 For more information on assistance with hearing aids and 
medication costs, please visit the New Jersey Department of 
Human Services, Division of Aging Services at 
www.state.nj.us/humanservices/doas/home/ 
or call 1-800-792-9745. 

For upcoming local events, please visit the Third District Website Events Page at www.njlegdistrict3.com 

S enate President Sweeney joined Siegfried USA executives to 
help usher in a state-of-the-art facility at the Siegfried-USA 

plant in Pennsville.  
 Siegfried is an international pharmaceutical production 
company.  The Pennsville plant manufactures compounds that 
become medicines sold to consumers.  The expansion of the 
spray-drying capacity in Pennsville represents a milestone for 
the South Jersey site and the entire Siegfried organization. The 
cutting-edge technology is expected to open new opportunities 
for the acquisition of additional projects and job expansion.  It 
will also allow the company to continue expanding its inte-
grated offer of drug substance production and the development 
of finished dosage forms. 
 The plant's 184 employees produce the active ingredients 
and the new building will be used as the final step before the 
product is ready to go to Siegfried's customers.  The process is 
known as a spray drying system, which is used to separate the 
active ingredients from a solvent.  The spray drying process 
takes up a four-story building, one of the largest at Siegfried's 
Pennsville facility. 
 “This is an important milestone for South Jersey’s economy,” 
said Senate President Sweeney. “Capital dollars are competitive 

around the 
world and 
when you see 
the dollars 
invested here 
that means 
they're betting 
on New Jersey 
to provide a 
business 
friendly envi-
ronment.”  
 Company 
executives 
noted that 
they have 
many projects 
lining up behind this one and this will ultimately result in more 
jobs.  It has not been decided exactly how many workers will be 
hired at the new facility, but Siegfried officials noted that it may 
offer the company more opportunities to expand the site. 

This fall, Senator Sweeney attended the ribbon 
cutting ceremony ushering in a new Siegfried 
facility, in Pennsville Township. 

District Spotlight: Siegfried USA Expands its Plant in Salem County 


