
      

February 2016 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
As your state representatives, we are working to enhance the retirement security of our seniors and 
making progress on issues, such as legislation that would encourage closing the wage gap between 
men and women. We are also supporting the growth of newer industries such as our region’s wineries to 
strengthen our local economy. 
 
New Jersey continues to lag behind its neighboring states in economic recovery and thousands of our 
seniors have moved to states with friendlier income tax policies. To remain competitive, to grow and 
keep our valuable senior consumer base, we must address retirement security and the affordability of 
our state. Too many residents retire with insecure incomes and too many retirees find it hard to stay in 
their home or maintain a comfortable lifestyle.  
 
Senate President Sweeney is sponsoring legislation that would reduce taxes on retirement income for 
New Jersey’s retirees. Senate bill 998 would increase the retirement  income exemption to $100,000. 
Over the course of a three-year phase in, the retirement income exclusion would gradually increase 
from the current rate of $10,000 for married filing separately, $15,000 for a single taxpayer, and $20,000 
for a married couple to $50,000 for married filing separately, $75,000 for a single taxpayer, and 
$100,000 for married couples. We remain committed to initiatives and programs that support and protect 
the retirement income of our seniors.  
 
Across the country women are still earning less than men for the same work. In 2016, this practice is 
unacceptable and changes to encourage closing the wage gap between men and women is an im-
portant step. To enhance New Jersey’s efforts in this area, Senate President Sweeney is sponsoring 
Senate bill 992 which would prohibit unequal pay for “substantially similar” work, require different rate of 
compensation be justified by factors other than sex, prohibit employer retaliation against employee for 
disclosing compensation, and require transparency in state contracting.  This equal pay legislation 
would put New Jersey ahead of the nation in confronting this social injustice.  
 
An area of potential economic growth we continue to pursue is support of our growing wineries. Assem-
blymen Burzichelli and Taliaferro are sponsoring legislation that would cut down on harmful  
industry regulation and increase potential growth. Assembly bill 2643 would authorize the operation of 
winery salesrooms in a municipality that prohibits the retail sale of alcoholic beverages. While Assembly 
bill 2172 would exempt certain wineries from outdated and unnecessary filing requirements that costs 
valuable time and resources.  
 
These initiatives are all part of a larger dialogue about improving our economy and making our state 
more affordable.  We thank you for the opportunity to share more about legislation before the state  
legislature and issues that affect our district.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Sweeney                   John Burzichelli                 Adam Taliaferro 
Senate President                 Deputy Speaker                  Assemblyman 

If you would like to be added to this E-Correspondence, please sign-up for our Newsletters on our website at www.njlegdistrict3.com.   


