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Sweeney’s School Funding Initiative Advanced by Committee

S

enate President Steve Sweeney and Senator
M. Teresa Ruiz have authored legislation to
fully fund New Jersey schools. The bill, S2372,
would create a special commission to develop a
school funding reform plan that brings all
districts to full funding within five years. It was
approved by the Senate Education Committee on
Monday, June 20.
“We need to find the way to remedy a school
funding process that has resulted in 80 percent of
New Jersey’s school districts being underfunded,”
said Senator Sweeney. “The basic principle of the
current school funding law that promised to have
the money ‘follow the child’ was the right thing
to do, but we haven’t lived up to the promise.
State aid was to be distributed fairly and equitably based on a formula that takes into account

each town’s property tax base, its ability to pay,
increases and decreases in enrollment, and the
special needs of the children.”
Senator Sweeney noted that meetings he and
other legislators have had with city and school
officials in different communities have underscored the problems with the school funding
formula.
“There are disparities all over the state,
including within my own legislative district,
where some school districts are overfunded and
some are underfunded,” he said. “We can no longer allow some districts to be subsidizing others
under this formula. It is time to restore equity to
the system and to fully fund our schools.”
Continues on Page 3.

Legislature Passes Measure to Increase State Minimum Wage

O

n June 23, the Senate voted to approve
a plan to increase New
Jersey’s minimum wage.
The legislation will now
go to the Governor’s
desk.
“A $15 minimum wage would give hourly
workers an improved pay scale so they can keep
pace with the cost of living and support themselves and their families,” said Senator Sweeney.
“It is the right thing to do for working people,
and it is the smart thing to do for the economy.
The higher wage will act as an economic stimulus because the money will go directly into the
economy.”
According to a Federal Reserve study, every
$1 increase in the minimum wage generates
$1.35 in additional consumer spending.
The legislation would increase the minimum
wage to $10.10 on January 1, 2017. From January 1, 2018 until 2021, it would be increased
annually by $1.25 per hour or $1 per hour, plus

any increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
After 2021, the wage would be increased by any
upward change in the CPI. In addition, if the
federal minimum wage is raised higher than that
of the state, then the state minimum wage would
be set to the federal standard, and increases to
the CPI would be applied to the federal wage
rate.
“So many residents in New Jersey live in
households that do not earn enough to meet
basic needs,” said Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli. “These are hardworking people that
deserve better from one of the wealthiest states
in the nation.”
“A fair wage will also reduce the burden on
state and federal assistance programs once minimum wage workers have incomes they can rely
on,” added Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro. “Not
only will more be going back into the economy,
less will be demanded of taxpayers.”
If the Governor refuses to sign the measure,
legislators have vowed to go directly to the voters with a proposed constitutional amendment.
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Commission Continues Work to Review Burdensome Red Tape Regulations

I

n 2010, Executive Order No. 41 was signed by Acting
Governor Kim Guadagno, which created the bipartisan
New Jersey Red Tape Review Commission (RTRC). The
RTRC holds at least three public meetings throughout the
state per year, gathering input and testimony from stakeholders. The RTRC’s main task is to review existing and pending
rules and regulations to assess whether they are helpful or
place unnecessary burdens on businesses and workers, thus
diminishing their intended benefit.
Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli has served as member of
this panel since its establishment. Recently, he has introduced
Assembly bill 3946, which would establish a Commercial
Driver License (CDL) Testing Pilot Program to alleviate the
backlog of available testing facilities for those who are waiting
for employment.
Under the program, the Chief Administrator of the Motor
Vehicle Commission is required to appoint three private third
party vendors to administer the knowledge and skills tests for
commercial driver licenses or endorsements. The vendors are

to be located in the northern, central, and southern
regions of the state.
The bill requires the
three vendors chosen to
participate in the
program to be fully
operational within 90
days of the bill’s effective
date. Within nine months
of the effective date, the
chief administrator is required to submit to the Governor an
evaluation of the pilot program with recommendations that
will facilitate the permanent use of third party vendors.
Anyone who wishes to participate in the Red Tape Review
Commission public meetings, submit testimony, or relay red
tape concerns and suggestions may contact the Commission
by email at redtape.review@sos.state.nj.us or through a webform at: www.nj.gov/state/dos_red_tape_form.html

Assembly Passes Measure Allowing School Districts to Donate Excess Food

T

he Assembly recently approved
legislation sponsored by Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro that would establish
guidelines to encourage school districts and
institutions of higher education to donate
excess food.
Under Assembly bill 3056, the Department of Agriculture, in consultation with
the Department of Education, the Department of Health, and the Office of the Secretary of Higher Education, would establish the voluntary guidelines to encourage and facilitate the ability of school districts
and institutions of higher education to donate excess and
unused food.
“Too many people go hungry or struggle to find their next
meal,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Providing the means
and encouraging our schools to participate in food donation
will increase the efficiency of our food supply system and not
let valuable resources go to waste.”
The proposed guidelines would include: information on food
waste and recommendations on how to create programs and

activities for the donation of food, information on the types of
food schools may donate, a cost-effective, safe, and sanitary
means for the donation of food, and a method by which schools
and local voluntary food assistance programs may contact each
other.
The guidelines would be distributed to each school district
and institution of higher education and posted on the website
of the Department of Education and the Office of the Secretary
of Higher Education.
In addition, the measure would amend the “Food Bank
Good Samaritan Act” to extend legal immunity to school districts that donate food, which appears to be fit for human consumption at the time it is donated.
“We should be pursuing common sense measures that ensure non-profits have the resources to feed those in need,” added Assemblyman Taliaferro. “School districts and colleges have
the means to contribute vast quantities of unused food, and
guidelines are essential to encouraging a greater contribution
to this effort.”
The bill awaits consideration by the Senate Economic
Growth Committee.

Constituent Corner: NJ Parks & Forest App Helpful for Planning Summer Trips

D

uring the summer season, the Third District Legislators
are encouraging constituents with smartphones to make
use of the free New Jersey Parks and Forests Guide to explore
the state’s extensive outdoor recreational resources.
The app recently received a thorough update that includes a
brand new user interface, photo galleries on each park description page, and an improved 4-in-1 search tool to find parks by
location, available activities, and category.
The guide is a feature-rich app that contains information on
all state parks including general policy, contact information,
activities, trails, event schedules, online reservations, park ad-

visories, and weather information. The GPS tools allow users
to track and time their activities, and they provide an extra
safety element in the event of an emergency.
These and many other features make it a one-stop-shop for
outdoor-loving smartphone users in New Jersey.
The enhanced features on the app are designed to operate in
areas with little to no mobile reception. The app was created
through a collaboration between the New Jersey State Parks,
Forests, Historic Sites and ParksByNature Network®.
The NJ Parks and Forests Guide is available as a free
download through the iTunes and Google Play stores.
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Bill to Aid Children of Fallen State Troopers Goes to Governor for Approval

A

bill to ensure that all minor children of State Troopers who
die in the line of duty would be entitled to the same amount
of death benefits, including the children of unmarried couples,
unanimously passed the Senate and Assembly in June.
The legislation (S2061/A3610), sponsored by Senate President Sweeney and Assemblyman Taliaferro, provides the same
benefit to members of the State Police Retirement System already
included in the Police and Firemen’s Retirement System, which
includes police officers and firefighters throughout the state and
qualifies surviving spouses or children with 70 percent of the
pension to support themselves.
The legislation came about in response to the death of
Trooper Sean Cullen while responding to an accident on Interstate 295 in West Deptford. Under the current law, his fiancée
and infant child are entitled to only a 20 percent benefit.
“We ask our first responders to willingly put themselves in

harm’s way, as Trooper Cullen and so many other troopers do
every day,” said Senator Sweeney. “Caring for their surviving
children must be our top priority. This bill provides the reassurance that all of our law enforcement officers and firefighters need
when they go to work.”
“We recognize that our law enforcement officers and firefighters deserve to know that their own families are taken care of in
the event of their passing,” added Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Our
officers tirelessly work to ensure that our state’s residents and
families are safe.”
Trooper Cullen was a wrestling star at Cinnaminson High
School, a graduate of Lycoming College, and a former member of
the police forces in Sea Isle City and Mount Holly before becoming a State Trooper.
The bill now goes to the Governor for signature.

Senate Considers Proposal to Create the School Funding Fairness Commission
Continued from Page 1.
Under the proposed legislation, a
four-member “State School Funding
Fairness Commission” would be established and given one year to develop a
plan that would bring every school
district in the state to “adequacy funding” within five years.
The commission would put its plan
into legislation that would then need to
be approved or rejected in its existing
form with up-or-down votes by the
Legislature. According to the bill, the
Governor would appoint two commissioners, and the Senate President and
Assembly Speaker would each choose
one.

“The state has failed to fund the formula or to keep up with the needs of the
individual school districts,” said
Sweeney. “As a result, the funding formula has grown less fair and less adequate, with the fastest-growing districts
being shortchanged the most, which
puts upward pressure on property
taxes.”
Senator Sweeney added that he
expects the plan to include increased
state funding of as much as $100 million
annually over the five-year time frame.
For updates regarding the school
funding plan, please visit
www.formula4successnj.com.

Senate President Sweeney meets with education officials at the Kingsway Regional
School District to discuss school funding
concerns.

Assembly Approves Expediting Marriage Applications for Terminally Ill Residents

I

n June, the Assembly approved
legislation sponsored
by Assemblyman
Adam Taliaferro that
would reduce the
waiting period and
requirements for
couples wishing to
marry when one is

day waiting period for marriage licenses
required by law. The couple was finally
able to secure a license and marry one day
prior to Linette's passing.
“We need to change the process so
that couples can fulfill their wish to be
married during one of the most trying
times in their lives,” said Assemblyman
Taliaferro.
Currently, anyone planning to get
terminally ill.
married in New Jersey must first obtain a
“Linnette Lebron's Law” is in honor of license from a licensing officer and deliver
a young woman who, while battling stage it to the person who is to officiate. There
four stomach cancer, decided to marry her is also a mandatory 72 hour waiting
fiancé Omar Estevez. When she was
period from the time the application is
given only days to live, Estevez left
made until the issuance of the license,
Linnette’s bedside and wasted precious
unless all or part of that time has been
moments seeking a waiver to the three-

waived by order of the Superior Court.
The licensing authority also has the
option to require in-person testimony
under oath concerning the legality of the
proposed marriage.
Under the bill, the mandatory waiting
period would be waived for marriages
involving a terminally ill patient who is
hospitalized and whose illness is certified
to the licensing officer by the treating
physician.
In addition, the bill would further
expedite the process by allowing a marriage license to be obtained by an attorney or by speaking with the licensing
officer over the phone. The measure now
awaits consideration by the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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Spotlight: Symposium Highlights Need for Stronger Prisoner Reentry Services

O

n May 25, Senate President Steve
Sweeney stressed the need for a robust support system in New Jersey for
those reentering society after a period of
incarceration, at a symposium held by the
South Jersey Community Reentry Coalition.
“New Jersey is a state that is governed
by the rule of law,” said Senator Sweeney.
“When those laws are broken, people
should be held accountable. But when
those offenders are finished serving their
sentences, New Jersey benefits from making sure those offenders don’t easily slip
back into another mistake that could land
them behind bars.”
The coalition is a group comprised of
reentry professionals and advocates who
develop and foster partnerships with all
levels of government, churches and charities, local employers, education providers,

housing facilities, and the community to
assist the reintegration process of formerly
incarcerated individuals in Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, and Cape May counties.
According to advocates at a recent State
House roundtable discussion on recidivism,
one of the largest challenges in advancing
recidivism rates in New Jersey is that
reentry services are provided only to people released on parole. However, those who
have finished their full sentences are not
given the same support. According to updated statistics, there are twice as many
people who “max out” their sentences as
there are paroled. Recidivism rates for
those prisoners who “max out” are higher
than those granted parole.
Reentry services provided to eligible
New Jersey offenders include job training,
steady housing, and substance abuse treatment.

Visit our Gov’t. Information Booth
at these Upcoming Local Events:
7/28 - 7/31 Gloucester County 4-H Fair
Early Aug. - National Night Out Events
8/9 - 8/12 Salem County Fair
8/13 Salem Market Street Day
8/27 Bridgeton Crabfest
8/27 South Harrison Community Day
9/7 Gloucester County Senior Picnic
9/10 Daretown Day Festival,
East Greenwich Twp. Day, Franklin
Twp. Community Day, Paulsboro Day,
Pennsville Septemberfest
9/17 Annual Gloucester County
Animal Shelter Open House
9/24 Gloucester County
Women’s Health Summit

In May, Senate President Sweeney spoke at
the South Jersey Community Reentry
Coalition Symposium in Vineland.

“Support for valuable programs is the most
effective way of helping people rehabilitate
themselves,” added Senator Sweeney. “We
want former offenders to have a better
life.”

Third District Hosts Financial Aid Night

T

he Third
Legislative District
will host a
Financial Aid
Night on
Wednesday, August 24 at
6 pm at Meeting Room A of
the Mullica Hill Branch of the
Gloucester County Library
System, 389 Wolfert Station
Road.
“As the beginning of the
Fall semester quickly approaches, it is beneficial for
students and their families to
learn more about college financial aid opportunities,” said
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli.
“These opportunities can help
alleviate the expenses for higher education, and this information session is a great way
to prepare.”
The presentation will be
lead by a speaker from the
Higher Education Student
Assistance Authority. It will
discuss the college financial aid
process including important
deadlines, completing the
FAFSA (Free Application for

Federal Student Aid), and a
review of federal, state, and
institutional types of aid, such
as grants and scholarships.
“College expenses can add
up quickly, so residents should
be aware of the resources and
financial assistance available to
ensure they are getting the
maximum savings and most
affordable education,” said
Assemblyman Taliaferro.
HESAA is the only New
Jersey state agency with the
exclusive purpose of providing
students and families with
financial and informational
resources for students to
pursue their education beyond
high school.
To register for the Financial Aid Night on Wednesday,
August 24, please call the
Third Legislative District at
856-251-9801, or contact us by
email: sensweeney@njleg.org.
Please confirm your name,
address, and the number who
will be attending. All area
residents are welcome to
participate.

