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Constitutional Amendment on Pensions Will Save Taxpayers Money 

O n January 11, the state legislature passed a 
resolution to place a constitutional amend-

ment on November’s ballot that would require 
the state to make its pension payments quarterly. 
     “Each year that we fail to make the required 
pension payments, the crisis gets worse and the 
future cost to taxpayers grows,” said Senate   
President Sweeney. “This constitutional amend-
ment protects taxpayers by requiring that     
pension payments be made on a quarterly basis 
to maximize investment earnings and to protect 
public employees by guaranteeing the pension 
benefits they earned.” 
     The pension measure, SCR-184, would not 
only put New Jersey on track to make full actu-
arially-required pension payments by 2022, but 
also save billions of dollars for taxpayers.  
 Calling for pension payments to be made on a 
quarterly basis, as opposed to the last day of the 
fiscal year, will create additional investment   
income, saving taxpayers approximately $8.5 
billion and cutting the unfunded liability by an 
estimated $4.9 billion over a 30 year period. 
     “Putting money into the pension system on a 
quarterly basis will give the State Investment 
Council the opportunity to earn hundreds of 
millions of dollars of additional investment    
income each year,” said Senator Sweeney.  
“That’s why the federal ERISA law requires    
private pension systems that are severely under-
funded to make quarterly pension payments.” 
     Previous legislation that would have required 
the state to make quarterly payments was not 
enacted into law. The constitutional amendment 
will require those payments. 
     “This amendment will ensure that the state 
follows through on the agreement requiring the 
payment schedule that would have fixed the 
pension crisis by 2018,” added the senator. 
“New Jersey taxpayers cannot wait any longer 
for fiscal responsibility.” 
 Senator Sweeney’s legislation was crafted to 
compensate for more than a decade of past    
underfunding responsible for a $40 billion     

unfunded liability in the pension systems for 
teachers and state employees. The failure to 
make these payments plunged the system deeper 
into crisis and generated another round of credit 
downgrades. 
     The constitutional amendment would correct 
the pension system by requiring the state to 
make 60 percent of the actuarially-required 
pension payment in Fiscal Year 2018 and ramp 
up to full funding by Fiscal Year 2022. 
     “This constitutional amendment would     
enforce the provisions of the pension reform 
laws we passed in 2010 and 2011,” said 
Sweeney. “Those laws required public employees 
to pay more toward their pensions and retirees to 
give up their cost-of-living adjustments until 
their pension funds reached solvency. Public 
employees have made their pension payments 
and the State must fulfill the same obligation.” 
 
 

Senate President Sweeney’s pension legislation, 
SCR-184, would put the state on track to make 
full pension payments by the year 2022, thereby, 
saving billions of dollars for New Jersey  
taxpayers. 
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Gleaning Legislation Works with Farmers to Distribute Quality Food to Those in Need  

A ssemblyman Taliaferro’s three-bill package to combat   
hunger was recently signed into law by the governor. The 

measures received unanimous support from both the Senate 
and Assembly. 
     The bills promote the use of food that goes to waste at the 
farm, retail, and consumer level. Approximately 40 percent of 
America’s food supply goes to waste annually, costing billions   
of dollars in retail sales and valuable water and energy          
resources. This food often retains a high quality and is discard-
ed based on appearance. 
     These food resources would be valuable in serving millions 
of Americans who are at risk of going hungry. Acquiring food 
that would have otherwise been wasted can be done through 
gleaning. Gleaning is the process of collecting excess fresh 
foods from farms, gardens, farmers markets, grocers, restau-
rants, or other sources. 
 The first two measures designate the last full week of        
September as “New Jersey Gleaning Week,” and the Wednesday   
of that week as “Farmers against Hunger Day.” 
 The legislation would raise awareness of gleaning and  

promote the efforts of farmers, community organizations,  
businesses, and volunteers who donate and deliver fresh, 
healthy food to those in need.  
     “Gleaning is an innovative and resourceful approach to 
combat hunger,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “With millions 
of people in this country going hungry every year, it's important 
that we not only raise awareness of the issue, but take action to 
help make it a thing of the past.” 
     The final bill links non-profits with those seeking to volun-
teer by directing the Department of Agriculture to publish     
information on its website promoting related events and  
activities, including a “Farmers against Hunger Day” page, a 
“New Jersey Gleaning Week” page, and a link to the New Jersey 
Agricultural Society for farmers to share volunteer opportuni-
ties. 
     “We have to make a concerted effort to increase the efficien-
cy of our food supply system and not let valuable resources go 
to waste,” added the assemblyman. “By promoting gleaning and 
giving residents the tools they need to participate, we can help 
curb the trend of hunger in the United States.” 

Burzichelli Bills Supporting Family Farms, Veterans, and E-Waste Recycling Become Law 

A t the end of the 216th New Jersey State 
Legislative Session, several bills    

sponsored by Deputy Speaker John      
Burzichelli were signed into law. 
      Legislation (A2839) to support the 
viability of family farms and provide the 
opportunity to protect historically signifi-
cant farm structures in New Jersey is now 
law. The new law permits certain owners 
of preserved farmland to expand the eco-
nomic activity taking place on that land in 
a manner that is consistent with the objec-
tives of the State’s farmland preservation 
program.  
 It authorizes certain preserved farm 
owners to apply for a permit that would 
allow the farm owner to undertake a rural 
microenterprise activity on the farm 
premises. These rural microenterprise  
activities may include customary rural 
activities such as snow plowing, bed and 
breakfasts, bakeries, woodworking, and 
craft-based businesses. Agricultural sup-
portive services are also included, such as 
veterinarian practices, seed suppliers, and 
tractor or farm equipment repair shops.   

      A second law (A631), co-sponsored by      
Burzichelli, will ensure consideration of 
former members of the military for non-
civil service jobs in New Jersey. It allows 
counties and municipalities whose hiring 
preferences are not regulated by the civil 
service rules to provide hiring preferences 
to veterans. With too many veterans out of 
work, this law may provide greater  
employment opportunities for veterans. 
       Lastly, a new law (A4194) authorizes 
the owner or operator of a mobile unit 
that crushes, shreds, or otherwise destroys 
electronic storage devices, such as com-
puter hard drives, for the purpose of    
destroying the data contained in the     
device, to operate the mobile unit without 
a recycling permit from the Department 
of Environmental Protection.   
 It is intended to broaden the market of 
mobile electronic waste units that are able 
to operate within New Jersey. Under pre-
vious law, only 11 recycling facilities that 
are designated as Class D facilities have 
the ability to also obtain a permit to oper-
ate mobile electronic waste units.  

Currently, only three of these facilities 
have permits to operate mobile electronic 
waste units. 
 This law is designed to alleviate some 
of the regulatory burden while ensuring 
that electronic waste is disposed of safely 
and securely. All other 49 states allow 
mobile electronic waste units to operate.  
      
 

Assemblyman John Burzichelli leads an 
Assembly voting session as Deputy 
Speaker. 

   Upcoming Dates for Mobile Office Tour 
 
Mobile Offices simply bring our assistance to you in the convenience of your neighborhood. If you are having difficulty with a 
state agency, are seeking information on a state program, or would like to apply for a student internship with our office, please 
stop by any of the following locations to meet with our experienced constituent services staff members: 

 
Wednesday, February 17, 10 am - 12 pm, Mannington Twp. Municipal Building 

Tuesday, March 1, 3 pm - 5 pm, Bridgeton Library 
Thursday, March 10, 12 pm - 3 pm, Glassboro Public Library 

Thursday, March 24, 11 am - 1 pm, Woolwich Twp. Municipal Building 



Sweeney Addresses State’s Economy, Education, and Transportation at Local Forum 
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A s a new legislative session approaches, I look forward to 
strengthening my voice and role in youth athletics to better 

support those who suffer from a traumatic brain or spinal cord 
injury.   
     The issue of youth athletic injuries is an issue that is very           
significant to me. As a Penn State University football player, I 
suffered from a spinal cord injury after tackling an opponent 
headfirst during my freshman year. I was told that I had only a 
small chance of ever walking again. I was fortunate to have a 
supportive family and dedicated healthcare professionals that 
helped me overcome my paralysis.  
     I continue to share the story of my treatment and recovery 
with students and youth athletes in the hopes of inspiring them to 
work toward their fullest potential. 
     To better assist people who suffer from similar injuries, I 
formed the Adam Taliaferro Foundation, which provides        
emotional, financial, and educational support to individuals who 
suffer catastrophic head or spinal injuries. The foundation also 
promotes research related to head or spinal injuries with the goals 
of prevention and quality care of such injuries. 
      The story of my recovery gives me a unique legislative voice 
for our state’s young athletes. Participation in youth sports has 
only grown; nearly 30 million children participate in youth sports 
every year in the U.S. I believe involvement in sports is a  
positive trend. Sports teach our children teamwork, cooperation,  
morals, and how to set and achieve goals; skills vital for an  
individual to establish him or herself in the community. 
     However, greater participation means that we must better  
protect youth athletes from the risk of traumatic sports-related 
injuries and ensure proper resources for preventative action are 
reaching all coaches, parents, and youth athletes. Concussions 
and head-related injuries are on the rise. High school athletes 
account for more than one million injuries, and nearly 40 percent 

of  all sports-related injuries treated in hospitals consist of chil-
dren ages 5 to 14.   
     We must ensure coaches, trainers, and parents are taking   
necessary preventative measures. Allowing the body to rest,   
focusing on strengthening exercises, and learning proper       
techniques are injury prevention strategies that should be encour-
aged. Athletes should have a proper platform to alert others of 
their injuries, coaches must be supported with information and 
resources to make injury prevention decisions, and parents and 
young athletes need to be better educated about safety in their 
perspective sports.  
     Taking simple precautions and educating ourselves and our 
children to potential danger can curb the number of sports-related 
injuries. I look forward to the legislature’s upcoming session and 
to finding new ways to better support and protect New Jersey’s 
young athletes. 
 
 Adam Taliaferro, Assemblyman 

Taliaferro Discusses Importance of Curbing the Increase of Youth Sports Injuries  

 

O n December 18, Senator Sweeney         
discussed his plans to strengthen the 

state’s economy at a forum hosted by the 
Chamber of Commerce Southern New  
Jersey.  The investment plan was recently 
put forward by the Senate Democrats and 
prioritizes areas of importance. 
     “Billions of dollars in tax cuts and       
incentives have shown the business commu-
nity in South Jersey that the legislature is 
serious about improving the economy,” said 
Senator Sweeney. “But there is much more 
that needs to be done to make sure that our 
recovery picks up the pace. I am grateful to 
have had the opportunity to hear from these 
business leaders about ways we can help.” 
     The “Meet the Policymakers” event is a 
question-and-answer style format that     
spotlights issues affecting South Jersey     
employers. It was held at Adelphia Restau-
rant in Deptford. 
     Senator Sweeney shared details behind 
the New Jersey: Investing in You economic 
plan that was introduced in December. It 

focuses on six pillars: expanding early 
childhood education, college affordability, 
building a world class transportation    
infrastructure, retirement security, public-
private partnerships, and promise      
neighborhoods. The primary goal is to  
enhance our transportation infrastructure, 
create jobs, and expand opportunities for 
all residents. 
     “We cannot cut our way to growth here 
in New Jersey. Certainly we believe that 
the private sector is the best place to grow 
jobs, but there are things government 
should be doing to fuel and encourage that 
growth. New Jersey: Investing in You 
should be a sign to businesses that they 
have a partner in restoring this state’s 
economy to its fullest capacity,” said the 
senator. 
     The Chamber of Commerce Southern 
New Jersey is a statewide voice on business 
community issues and represents seven 
counties of South Jersey, Greater Philadel-
phia, and Northern Delaware. 

On December 18, Senator Sweeney 
discussed the state’s economy at the 
“Meet the Policymakers” forum hosted 
by the Chamber of Commerce  
Southern New Jersey. 
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I n an effort to promote 
better road safety in 

our rural areas, Assem-
blyman Adam Taliaferro 
recently sponsored legis-

lation that received unanimous support 
from the Legislature and was signed into 
law in January.       
 Rural road safety is an important  
issue, especially in the agriculturally-
focused Third District. As our  
municipalities and small towns have 
developed, local farmers find themselves 
navigating increasingly trafficked road-
ways and crash statistics reflect this 
trend. Crash fatality rates in rural areas 
consistently rate higher than urban   
centers and crashes tend to be more  
frequent and severe.  

 Crashes involving farm vehicles   
result in the farm vehicle occupant   
being killed or severely injured more 
often than the occupants of the other 
vehicle. 
     This new law seeks to address      
concerns by requiring drivers to slow 
down before passing slow moving vehi-
cles, establishes a statewide educational  
campaign on rural roadway safety, and  
updates agriculture-related motor  
vehicle laws to reflect current industry 
practices.  
     The driver of a motor vehicle travel-
ing in the same direction as an          
approaching slow moving farm vehicle 
will be required to reduce his or her 
speed to that of the slow moving vehicle 
before overtaking that vehicle. Violators 

will be subject to a fine between $100 
and $500. 
     “In our district, many farmers have 
to operate their farm vehicles on public 
roads,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro.   
“It is important for their safety and the 
safety of other motorists that we  
implement measures that allow drivers 
to comfortably share the road and         
minimize the potential for accidents.” 
     The bill requires the New Jersey  
Motor Vehicle Commission to establish a 
statewide educational campaign to  
promote roadway safety in rural areas of 
the state. The educational campaign will 
include educating residents on the laws 
concerning slow moving farm vehicles. 
 

 Bill to Enhance Rural Road Safety for Farmers and Motorists is Signed into Law  

Constituent Corner: Veteran Programs 

      New Jersey offers opportunities for Veterans 
to pursue employment in Education or higher 
education degree programs. 
    
     The Troops to Teachers program is  
administered by the New Jersey Department of            
Education and assists eligible military personnel 
in transitioning to a career as a public school 

teachers. A network of State TTT offices provide participants 
with counseling and assistance regarding the processes of 
teacher certification, employment, and referral services within 
school districts. Participants may be eligible for financial  
assistance through the certification process or to encourage 
work in schools serving a high percentage of students from 
low-income families. 
 The primary purpose of the program is to help recruit     
quality teachers for schools that serve low-income families, 
relieve teacher shortages, and provide possible career  
opportunities for veterans.  
 
     The Troops to College Program is designed to promote   
veteran awareness to the resources available at New Jersey’s 
public colleges and universities in order to provide a smooth 
transition for our veterans into new educational opportunities. 
The initiative is lead by the New Jersey Department of Higher 
Education, in consultation with the Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs. The program provides an overview of  
services offered at public colleges and universities including 
certificate and degree programs and available benefits and  
services for veterans.  
     For more information on the Troops to Teachers or Troops 
to College program, please visit www.state.nj.us/education/
tttnj/ and www.nj.gov/highereducation/TroopsToCollege/
index.shtml.  

Our State Symbols—Do You Know? 

State Seal 
The state symbol was designed in May 1777. The three plows in the 
shield honor the state’s agricultural tradition, while the horse repre-
sents speed and strength. The female figures are Liberty on the left 
and Ceres on the right. Liberty carries the liberty cap on her staff 
while Ceres, the Roman goddess of grain, symbolizes abundance.  

 
State Bird - The Eastern Goldfinch 
The Eastern Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) was adopted as the state 
bird in 1935. The Eastern Goldfinch has yellow feathers and a black 
head and wings. 
 

State Flower - The Violet 
Violets can be found across the state in fields, lawns, and meadows. 
 

State Insect - The Honeybee 
The Honeybee produces honey and pollinates flowers including our 
state flower, the Violet. It became the state insect in 1974, after a 
group of elementary students advocated for its designation. 
 

State Animal - The Horse 
The horse became New Jersey's state animal in 1977. Horses were a 
vital component to the agricultural industry. Horses are still raised in 
New Jersey. Racehorses are also very popular in New Jersey.  
 
 
This section was compiled with information from the Official State Website and the state Division 
of Travel and Tourism. 


