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Committee Approves Bill to Provide Tax Break on Retirees’ Income 

L egislation sponsored by 
Senate President Steve 

Sweeney would enhance  
financial security for  
retirees in New Jersey by 
providing a tax break on 
retirement income. The bill, 
S998, was approved by the 
Senate Budget and Appro-

priations Committee on February 29.  
     “Too many people in New Jersey face retire-
ment with insecure incomes and too many retir-
ees find it hard to make ends meet on their in-
come,” said Senate President Sweeney, who also 
authored the Secure Choice retirement savings 
plan that was enacted into law. 
     The bill would help keep more retirees and 
seniors in the state by putting New Jersey on a 
better footing compared to its neighbors, all of 
whom have friendlier income tax policies for 
retirees. New York, for instance, excludes twice 
as much income for couples as New Jersey, and 

Pennsylvania excludes private retirement income 
and public pension income outright. 
     The legislation would apply to individuals 62 
or older on the last day of the tax year (or who 
qualify as disabled under Social Security guide-
lines). The exclusion rate on retirement income 
would increase to $50,000 for married couples 
filing separately (from the current $10,000), 
$75,000 for a single taxpayer (from $15,000), 
and $100,000 for married couples (from 
$20,000), all over the course of three years. The 
higher exemptions on state taxes would cover 
pension income and 401(k), Individual Retire-
ment Accounts (IRA), and annuity withdrawals. 
     “We have to find ways to make retirement 
more affordable to help ensure that more New 
Jerseyans have financial security in their retire-
ment so that they can live with dignity and with-
out financial distress,” said Senator Sweeney. 
     The cost to the state is estimated to range from 
$70 million at initial inception to $131 million at 
the completion of the phase-in. 

State Budget Hearings Discuss Priorities for Upcoming Fiscal Year   

T he Assembly Budget 
Committee has com-

pleted three scheduled 
public hearings held in 
various parts of the 
state. Members of the  
public as well as groups 
and organizations were 
invited to provide testimo-
ny on diverse issues that 

are impacted by the FY (Fiscal Year) 2017 State 
Budget. Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli serves 
on the Assembly Budget Committee as  
Vice-Chair.    
      Examples of testimony presented to the    
Assembly Budget Committee included non-
public school transportation costs, school fund-
ing, open space funding, higher education    
appropriations, and increases in the FY 2017 for 
charity care.  

     Groups and organizations such as ArtPride 
New Jersey, New Jersey Coalition to End  
Domestic Violence, ALS Association Greater 
Philadelphia Chapter, and The Arc of New Jersey 
spoke at the hearings. Representatives from  
universities and local school districts, as well as  
concerned residents shared FY 2017 budget  
requests and concerns. 
     “The economy has progressed considerably 
since we crafted last year’s budget. Perhaps, that 
will provide for more options as we review the 
numbers and move forward in the process,” said 
Assemblyman Burzichelli. 
     The next hearings will include testimony 
from the State Treasurer and the Office of  
Legislative Services on the FY 2017 Budget 
Overview and Forecast. In the next few weeks, 
the Assembly Budget Committee will be present-
ed with budgetary reports from all state govern-
mental departments. 
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Equal Pay Legislation to Confront Pay Discrimination Heads to the Governor’s Desk 

T he Senate and Assembly recently 
passed legislation sponsored by    

Senate President Steve Sweeney, Senate 
Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, and 
Senator Sandra B. Cunningham to close 
the wage gap between men and women 
in New Jersey. 
     Senate bill S992 would make changes 
to the law in order to combat pay  
discrimination by creating greater trans-
parency surrounding compensation and 
greater protections for employees. The 
legislation prohibits unequal pay for  
substantially similar work, requires an     
employer to establish a different rate of 
compensation to be justified by factors 
other than gender (such as education 
and training), resume the statute of  
limitations for each instance a paycheck 
is issued in furtherance of discrimina-
tion, and would permit back pay for the 
entire period of time in which the viola-
tion is continuous. 
     Additionally, the bill would also  
prohibit employer retaliation against an 
employee for disclosing compensation,     

so the employer cannot require an   
employee or prospective employee to 
forgo rights to make or request dis-
closures. 
     “It is shameful that women con-
tinue to make less than men for do-
ing the exact same work. Equal pay 
will raise wages for women, helping 
families to get ahead, and it will ben-
efit the entire state by strengthening 
the economy,” said Senator Sweeney. 
“We advanced this legislation be-
cause it is the right thing to do for 
New Jersey residents and for the 
state.” 
     In 2016, women in the U.S. make 
only 79 cents for every dollar a man 
makes. In New Jersey, women make 
80.4 cents for each dollar a man 
makes, according to information 
from the National Women’s Law 
Center (NWLC). The wage gap is much 
greater for women of color; African-
American women make 58.1 cents for 
every dollar a man does. For Latinas, the 
wage statistic is 42.7 cents, the NWLC 

reported. 
     The Senate approved the bill on  
February 1 and the Assembly passed the 
bill on March 14. It now heads to the  
Governor’s desk for consideration. 

   Upcoming Dates for Mobile Office Tour 
 
Mobile Offices simply bring our assistance to you in the convenience of your neighborhood. If you are having difficulty with a 
state agency, are seeking information on a state program, or would like to apply for a student internship with our office, 
please stop by any of the following locations to meet with our experienced constituent services staff members: 

 
Thursday, April 14, 10 am - 12 pm, Merion Gardens Assisted Living, Carneys Point 

Tuesday, April 19, 12 pm - 3 pm, Logan Township Library 
Thursday, April 28, 11 am - 1 pm, Salem Community College’s Student Union 

Tuesday, May 3, 3 pm - 5 pm, Bridgeton Library 
Tuesday, May 10, 12 pm - 3 pm, Swedesboro Library 

In January, Senator Sweeney and his colleagues 
announced legislation to close the wage gap  
between men and women in New Jersey.  

New Jersey Farm Fresh Products Promoted in Taliaferro’s New Legislation Package 

A ssemblyman Adam Taliaferro is striving  
to promote New Jersey’s Farm Fresh  

products at local schools and restaurants. The   
Assemblyman is sponsoring a package of   
legislation that supports the expansion of 
New Jersey’s Farm to School and Farm to  

Restaurant program and establishes a Farm to Public Institution 
of Higher Education program. 
     New Jersey’s current Farm to Restaurant program will be 
enhanced through Assembly bill 3053, which would direct the 
state’s Division of Travel and Tourism to publish information 
on its website regarding farm-to-table restaurants. The website 
post would educate the general public about local sources for 
fresh, healthy foods, and various options to support restaurants 
that use locally-grown and produced food products. 

     The second bill, Assembly bill 3054, would establish the 
New Jersey “Farm to Restaurant” awards program to annually 
recognize the farms that provide products to restaurants that 
are locally sourced and the best restaurants that offer food 
made with locally sourced farm products. Both measures  
promote increased support and awareness as well as use of the 
state’s farm fresh products in New Jersey restaurants. 
     The bill package also includes legislation boosting New  
Jersey’s Farm to School program with the establishment of the 
Farm to School Coordinating Council. The Farm to School  
Coordinating Council would focus on the procurement process 
relating to the purchase of agricultural products by schools 
from New Jersey farmers.         
Article continues on Page 4. 
 

For upcoming local events, please visit the Third District Website Events Page at www.njlegdistrict3.com 
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Assemblyman Taliaferro Introduces Bill to Support Student Athletes on Scholarships 

I n an effort to strengthen New Jersey’s support network for stu-
dent athletes who sustain athletic injury, Assemblyman Adam 

Taliaferro introduced Assembly bill 3324. Many colleges provide 
one-year, renewable athletic scholarships, and a student athlete 
who sustains an incapacitating injury or illness continues to face 
the possibility of not having his or her scholarship renewed by 
the school.   
     The Assemblyman’s proposal will require public institutions of 
higher education to provide an equivalent scholarship to student 
athletes sustaining injury in an athletic program. 
     As a result of losing an athletic scholarship, many student ath-
letes find it difficult to afford the ever-increasing costs of attend-
ing college. In many cases, students rely on athletic scholarships 
to fund their attendance at a particular school; without the finan-
cial support of a scholarship, the student may be forced to with-
draw from the school. The measures seeks to ensure a student is 
able to stay in his or her school of choice after suffering a poten-
tial life-altering injury.    
     “An injured student athlete should be honored for his or her 

contributions to the school, not financial-
ly burdened,” said Assemblyman Taliafer-
ro. “Many of these athletes have worked 
hard to bolster the image and name of 
their sports program and school.” 
     Intercollegiate athletics is a multi-
billion dollar industry and student ath-
letes help to generate millions of dollars 
in revenue for their schools annually. 
Providing a continued scholarship to in-
jured athletes is a small price for a school 
when it comes to ensuring the student’s 
continued education. 
     “When I sustained my injury, my education became the most 
important thing to me. It’s what I fell back on and it is what gave 
me a new direction in life,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “A 
continued scholarship for injured student athletes would enable 
many to continue their valuable educational careers.” 

Understanding the Budget  
Process in New Jersey 

 
The legislature treats the New Jersey Budget the 
same as any other bill. The bill must be drafted, 
introduced, and passed through committee and 
both houses before it becomes the operating 
budget for the State. 
 
 The State of New Jersey operates on a fiscal 

year that begins on July 1st and ends June 
30th of the following year. 

 
 After the Governor delivers an annual budget  

message to the Legislature for the upcoming 
fiscal year, the Governor’s proposal is then 
reviewed by the Senate and Assembly Budget 
Committees. 

 
 Committee review of the Governor’s budget      

proposal is conducted through staff research 
and a series of hearings during which mem-
bers of the executive branch and the public 
provide testimony. The appropriations commit-
tees then produce a budget in the form of an 
annual appropriations bill. 

 
 As with any other law, the appropriations bill 

must be passed by both houses and approved 
by the Governor. The budget must be signed 
into law by July 1st. However, the budget is 
subject to a line-item veto where the Governor 
has the authority to sign the budget into law, 
but delete various spending items or  

   language. 

Distracted Driving Awareness Month Recognized 

E very April, New 
Jersey joins the 

rest of the country in 
observing National 
Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month. 

Distracted driving takes place when 
a driver engages in another activity 
while simultaneously operating a    
motor vehicle. Common activities 
that distract motorists include talk-
ing on a cell phone, texting, eating, 
or talking to other passengers.  

     The Department of Law and Pub-
lic Safety partners with communities 
around the state to combat distracted 
driving. Law enforcement officials 
across New Jersey will be targeting        
distracted drivers throughout this 
month. With penalties such as fines, 
court costs, and insurance points, we 

wholeheartedly agree with the    
Department’s distracted driving 
campaign slogan that “No distrac-
tion is worth a ticket or your life.” 

     All too often, we hear on the 
news or read in the newspaper about 
tragic accidents that result from dis-
tracted driving. Distracted driving is 
a common but avoidable occurrence, 
and we ask that residents put safety 
first and devote their full focus to 
the road when operating a vehicle.  

Sincerely, 

Steve Sweeney, Senate President 

John Burzichelli, Deputy Speaker 

Adam Taliaferro, Assemblyman 

Constituent Corner: New Third District Website 

T he Third District 
Legislators re-

cently unveiled new 
content on our web-
site. New pages in-
clude a State  

Programs FAQ page, which has       
resource information concerning 
energy assistance programs,  
small business assistance,  
senior programs, and more.  
     An “Explore NJ” menu has also 
been added, which has a list of lo-
cal tourist destinations to visit, a 

New Jersey Fun Facts page, and 
information about visiting the New   
Jersey Statehouse in Trenton. 
 Visitors may apply for a student 
internship, request a greeting in 
recognition of special awards or 
milestone events, and read more 
about our legislators’ priorities and 
legislative accomplishments. 
     In addition, website visitors also 
have the option to sign up for our 
district newsletter. 
     Please take a moment to visit our 
website: www.njlegdistrict3.com. 
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Spotlight: Read Across America Day is Celebrated in Carneys Point School District 

A ssemblyman Adam Taliaferro joined    
kindergarten students at Lafayette-

Pershing Elementary School in Carneys 
Point on March 2 for Read Across America 
Day. 
     “Reading opens us to new learning  
 frontiers and experiences,” said Assembly-
man Taliaferro. “Read Across America is a 
day to appreciate the wonder of reading 
and instill the importance of education in 
our youth.” 
     Read Across America is an annual  
National Education Association awareness 
program promoting a celebration of read-
ing for children across the country. 
     The day also commemorates the birth-
day of children's book author Dr. Seuss. In 

towns across the nation, teachers, parents 
and community leaders host Read Across 
America activities to bring the excitement 
of reading to children of all ages. 
     “I thank Lafayette-Pershing Elementary 
School for the opportunity to be a part of 
this special event,” added Assemblyman 
Taliaferro. “As you grow and mature as 
students and citizens, apply the messages of 
Dr. Seuss and authors like him to your 
goals and choices. Be kind and treat others 
with respect, and you will receive that same 
goodness in return.” 

Read Across America Day at Lafayette
-Pershing Elementary School. 

Updates of District Legislation in the 2016-2017 Legislative Session 

 Amendment on Pension Payments Moves Forward 
SCR184 (Sweeney/Taliaferro) – On January 11, a bill was 
approved by the Legislature and filed with the Secretary of 
State that would propose a constitutional amendment to 
require payments by the State of New Jersey to state-
administered retirement systems on a quarterly basis. 

 

 Bill Would Create Tax Credit Program for Jobs  
S889 (Sweeney) – A bill that would establish a New Jobs 
for New Jersey tax credit was reported favorably from the 
Senate Labor Committee on February 4 and referred to the 
Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee on February 
8. The tax credit program would be administered by the 
Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development. 

 
 Committee Reviews Increase to Tax Deductions 
       A3548 (Burzichelli/Taliaferro) – Assemblymen Burzi-

chelli and Taliaferro have reintroduced legislation that 
would increase the annual income limit for seniors and 
disabled persons to be eligible for an annual property tax 
deduction. The income limit increase reflects an increase 
in cost of living. The bill was referred to the Assembly  

 Appropriations Committee on April 4. 

 Measure to Assist the Homeless in Locating Shelter 
A2865 (Taliaferro) - Currently under consideration in the 
State and Local Government Committee, this measure 
would establish a statewide database of beds in homeless 
shelters to allow those placing persons in shelters quick 
access to real-time information on bed availability. The 
effort would allow full shelters to better accommodate 
and direct individuals in need of emergency shelter.  

 
 Military Would Benefit from State Park Bill 

A3049 (Taliaferro) - This legislation would authorize free 
State park and forest admission and free hunting, fishing, 
and trapping licenses for persons with certain types of 
military service. The bill would expand upon current law 
which provides the benefits to active members of the NJ  
National Guard to include disabled veterans and active 
duty members of the United States Armed Forces. It is  
under consideration by the Agriculture and Natural  
Resources Committee.  

 

Continued from Page 2. 
 It recommends different methods to increase the participation 
of both farmers and schools in the program.  
 Taliaferro’s Farm to School legislation also includes 
measures that allows a qualifying school to be called a “New 
Jersey Farm Fresh School” and permits a school participating in 
the program to submit a recipe for posting on the Department 
of Agriculture website. 
     To expand the use of farm fresh products in additional  
venues, the bill package includes Assembly bill 3059, which 
would establish the “New Jersey Farm to Public Institution of 
Higher Education Program.” The program would encourage 
public institutions of higher education to provide meal pro-
grams that incorporate fresher, locally grown or produced  

farm products. It would also establish a public directory for 
New Jersey farmers with contact information of purchasing 
agents at public institutions of higher education, and a public 
directory for purchasers with information about qualified New 
Jersey farmers and distributors. 
     “New Jersey’s farms provide consumers with a wide variety 
of products, and consumers should be aware of fresh, locally 
grown food options,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “This  
legislation would help our state better promote the quality 
foods and products produced by our farmers.” 
 Please visit the New Jersey Department of Agriculture’s 
website at: www.jerseyfresh.nj.gov to learn more about Jersey 
Fresh products and recipes, Agritourism events, and ways to 
support agriculture in our state. 

Taliaferro Bill Package Expands Jersey Fresh Products in Schools and Other Venues 


