
      

June 2016 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
As your state representatives, we are committed to tax fairness that best serves the middle class and 
we continue to work to address new public health threats including the possibility of lead contamination 
in our schools. We are also supporting legislation that would enhance the resources of food banks and 
assistance programs through the reclaiming of unused food at public institutions.  
 
In an effort to promote a living wage and tax fairness, Senate President Sweeney recently pledged his 
support for legislation that would raise the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) to 40 percent of the 
federal level. Increasing the EITC to 40 percent of the federal level would raise the average benefit from 
$675 to $900. Eligibility for the EITC and the size of the tax credit is based on income and family size, 
according to a federal formula. In New Jersey, income eligibility ranges from $14,590 for a working  
individual with no children to a maximum of $53,247 for a family with three children.  
 
New Jersey’s slow economic recovery has forced many families to rely on low-wage and minimum wage 
jobs to make ends meet, and our poverty rate is the highest it has been in decades. Increasing the EITC 
promotes work and helps families living pay check to pay check. The program increases consumer 
spending by allowing working families to spend more money on necessities at local businesses.  This 
heightened economic activity would drive a high-wage economy with increased job creation and  
business growth.  
 
Another issue the legislature has been out in front of has been the growing public health concern of lead 
contamination in New Jersey schools.  Lead poisoning can damage the nervous system, brain, and kid-
neys and young children are at the greatest risk for these effects. In April, Senate President Sweeney 
introduced legislation that would require public and nonpublic schools to test drinking water for lead and 
install lead filters or treatment devices on drinking fountains and food preparation sinks. In May, follow-
ing legislative and public support for action, Governor Christie took steps to require all schools to test for 
lead contamination and appropriated funds in the State Budget to cover the costs of the mandate. We 
remain committed to the mandate and continue to support further action that would allow schools to fix 
the problem if lead contamination is found.   
 
To increase the supply of food at New Jersey food banks, Assemblyman Taliaferro recently introduced 
legislation that would make it easier  for schools to donate excess food. The legislation was unanimous-
ly approved by the full Assembly in May. The proposed guidelines would include a cost-effective, safe, 
and sanitary means for the donation of food, and a means by which schools and local voluntary food 
assistance programs may contact one another.   
 
Finally, we would like to wish everyone an enjoyable and safe summer. New Jersey offers many attrac-
tions including our great beaches, historical sites, parks, farm markets, and wineries. This summer we 
encourage you all to explore a new location or activity in your neighborhood.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Sweeney                   John Burzichelli                 Adam Taliaferro 
Senate President                 Deputy Speaker                  Assemblyman 

If you would like to be added to this E-Correspondence, please sign-up for our Newsletters on our website at www.njlegdistrict3.com.   


