
September 2016 
 

Dear Neighbor: 
 
As your state representatives, we are supporting a reexamination of New Jersey’s school funding       
formula in an effort to promote quality education for all students that is fair and equitable to each school 
district and taxpayers throughout the state. We are also making progress towards advancing open 
space and farmland preservation, an important  issue for our district.  
 
Senate President Sweeney is the author of legislation that seeks to fully fund New Jersey’s schools. 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 119, would create a special commission to develop a school funding   
reform plan that brings all districts to full funding within five years. It was approved by the full Senate on 
September 15 and now awaits consideration by the Assembly Education Committee.  
 
The legislation and ground work for the funding plan was developed through a series of public meetings 
led by Senator Sweeney with city and school officials in different communities that have under-scored 
the problems with the school funding formula. There are disparities all over the state, where some 
school districts are overfunded and some are underfunded. The inequity is a result of the state failing to 
fund the formula or to keep up with the needs of individual school districts. As a result, the funding     
formula has grown less fair and less adequate, with the fastest growing districts being shortchanged, 
which puts upward pressure on property taxes. 
 
Under the proposed legislation, a four-member “State School Funding Fairness Commission” would be 
established and given five months to develop a plan that would bring every school district in the state to 
“adequacy funding” within five years. The commission would put its plan into legislation that would then 
need to be approved or rejected by the Legislature. We are committed to finding a new way to remedy 
an outdated and unfair school funding process that has resulted in 80 percent of New Jersey’s school 
districts being underfunded.  
 
Further, the legislature recently made progress in ensuring that a constitutional amendment approved 
by voters in 2014 fulfills the intent of reliable funding for open space preservation.  Senate bill 2456, was 
unanimously approved by the Senate in June and signed into law by the Governor. The bill provides a 
framework for spending a percentage of New Jersey’s corporate business tax on the preservation of 
open space and historic structures, protection of farmland, and support of public parks. The bill also   
ensures transparency, additional funds for the state’s Blue Acres program to buy out flood-prone     
property and guarantees that funds will not be spent on administrative costs like salaries. The legislation 
helps ensure New Jersey maintains its open space, clean drinking water and fertile farmland for future 
generations of residents to enjoy and use.  
 
These initiatives are important to making our region more affordable and ensuring our farming communi-
ties are preserved and protected. Thank you for allowing us to share more about the legislation and  
policies we are pursuing on behalf of our residents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Sweeney                   John Burzichelli                 Adam Taliaferro 
Senate President                 Deputy Speaker                  Assemblyman 

If you would like to be added to this E-Correspondence, please sign-up for our Newsletters on our website at www.njlegdistrict3.com.   
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