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Sweeney Announces Support for Vo-Tech Program Expansion 

C iting a statewide 
shortage of mid-

dle-skilled workers 
needed to spur eco-
nomic growth, Senate 
President Steve 
Sweeney called for the 
development and pas-
sage of a major bond 

issue to expand and equip New Jersey’s county 
vocational-technical schools. 
     Senator Sweeney also announced the creation 
of a Legislative Manufacturing Caucus, chaired 
by Senator Bob Gordon, and urged the develop-
ment of a vocational-technical bond issue that 
makes the needs of New Jersey employers and 
students one if its top priorities. 
     “Expanding high-quality vocational-technical 
education is critical to our state’s future econom-

ic growth and the prosperity of our workforce,” 
Senator Sweeney said at a news conference. “Our 
excellent county vocational-technical schools 
were forced to turn away 15,500 qualified appli-
cants last year, even though our increasingly 
high-tech employers have job vacancies they 
cannot fill due to a shortage of middle-skilled 
workers.” 
     “That’s why I am pledging to put a major 
bond issue for the construction, expansion and 
equipping of our county vo-tech schools on the 
November 2018 ballot,” said the Senator. “We 
need to emphasize public-private partnerships 
that match up our county vo-tech programs with 
the needs of employers, ensure that our vo-techs 
share facilities with their county colleges, and 
provide a seamless transition from vo-tech high 
schools to two-year and four-year colleges and 
apprenticeship programs.” 

Legislators Call for the Return of  $51 Million to Salem County  

O n October 3, Third District legislators pub-
licly called for the return of the $51 million 

trust fund to Salem County to help facilitate the 
sale of the Memorial Hospital of Salem County 
and to support health care services in Salem 
County. 
     A potential deal for the sale of the hospital 
that was approved by state regulators fell 
through, creating uncertainty about the hospi-
tal’s future and questions about the status of a 
$51 million trust fund intended to support 
health care programs in the Salem County area. 
The long-term viability of the hospital requires 
the return of the funds to the non-profit Salem 
organization, the legislators said. They called on 
the Community Foundation of New Jersey to 
return the money to Salem County so that it can 
be available to Inspira and put to its original 
intended use to benefit Salem County residents. 
     “This is not their money, it belongs to the 
people of Salem County and is supposed to be 

used to 
support 
medical 
care in the 
area,” said 
Senator 
Sweeney. 
“The funds 
are a key 
ingredient 
to facilitate 
the sale to 
a non-
profit that 
will keep 
the hospi-
tal open and provide medical care for the region.      
  Community Health Systems is currently 
trying to complete a sale with Inspira but the 
resources from the trust fund are key to the 
transaction. Article Continues on Page 2. 

Third District legislators advocated for 
the return of a $51 million trust fund to 
Salem Co. to aid in hospital sale. 
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Bill to Allow Wineries to Operate Salesrooms in Dry Towns Passes Assembly 

L egislation introduced by Deputy 
Speaker John Burzichelli that would 

permit wineries to operate salesrooms in 
certain municipalities with restrictions 
on the sale of alcoholic beverages  
recently passed the Assembly. 
     Assembly bill 2643 would require the 
Director of the Division of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to authorize a winery 
to operate a salesroom in a municipality 

that prohibits the retail sale of all alcoholic beverages, includ-
ing wine, or certain types of wine for consumption (tastings) 
on the licensed premises. Should the measure become law, the 
act would take effect immediately. 
     Small plenary and farm wineries may operate 15 sales-

rooms apart from the winery premises for the retail sale of a 
winery’s products. Small out-of-state wineries licensed in   
New Jersey are permitted to operate up to 16 salesrooms.  
     “The intent of this legislation is to continue to foster    
New Jersey’s growing wine industry and to offer even more 
venues in which residents and visitors can experience the 
taste of New Jersey,” added Burzichelli. 
     At the salesrooms, wineries are permitted to sell their 
products by the bottle or in other original packaging for  
consumption (tastings) on or off the premises of the sales-
room, and to sell samples of their products for consumption 
on the premises.  
     This bill would allow for wineries that already may offer 
wine tastings the opportunity to provide for retail sale, wine 
and tastings within dry towns as well. 

New “Rowan Consortium” Program Serves as Model for Educational Training 

T he creation of the “Rowan Consortium,” a newly-
created program that combines and coordinates educa-

tion and job training to better equip students with skills for 
the workforce, was recently announced. 
    The Work & Learn Consortium will be an alliance        
between higher education and business to address college 
accessibility and affordability while meeting employment 
demands in the local job market. It will be the first “bundled” 
consortium, bringing together vocational-technical schools, 
county colleges and four-year colleges and universities to 
create degree programs developed in conjunction with work-
force and industry leaders designed to meet labor needs in 
New Jersey. 
     “This unique and creative partnership serves as a model 
for how our community colleges should be working with our 
state institutions to create alternative pathways for stu-
dents,” said Senator Sweeney. “It addresses several critical 

issues, including the affordability of a college education,   
access to a four-year degree program, vocational skills and 
workforce preparation. This approach is consistent with our 
commitment to vocational education and workforce develop-
ment and can serve as a model for others in New Jersey.” 
     The consortium creates a “stackable credential” program 
that will make earning degrees and certificates more flexible, 
affordable and attainable for many students. Stackable       
credentials are a series of credentials that allow an individual 
to move from a certificate to a baccalaureate degree in a   
selected field, with each credential building upon the prior 
credential, allowing students to earn the credentials required 
for the job they are pursuing. Later, if students go back to 
school or enter a field that requires a higher level of educa-
tion, they can count their acquired education and work     
experience towards obtaining additional credentials.  

Continued from 
Page 1. 
 The money, 
designated as 
“charitable assets,” 
was sent by the 
Salem Foundation 
to the Community 
Foundation of 
New Jersey, locat-
ed in Morris 
County. 
 “The potential 

sale fell through but there is an opportunity for another sale 
that we can’t allow to have the same fate,” said Deputy 
Speaker John Burzichelli. “There is risk that the hospital 
would be forced to close, which would be catastrophic for the 
region.” 
 The hospital has been losing money, staff and patients 
over the past decade, according to papers filed with the De-

partment of Health. During its ownership under CHS, the 
hospital has closed its maternity ward and gone from a state
-registered 140-bed facility to a 126-bed facility. When the 
New Jersey State Health Planning Board held a public hear-
ing in January, many involved with the hospital pleaded for 
the sale to be approved, saying that it is very hard to recruit 
physicians and nurses because of the level of uncertainty. 
     “The Health Department said that a transfer of the hospi-
tal assets will strengthen the hospital, positioning it to meet 
the health care needs of the residents of Salem County in the 
most optimal manner,” said Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro.  
 The transfer of funds back to Salem County is possible 
due to legislation sponsored by Senator Sweeney and  
Assemblyman Burzichelli that became law in 2015. 
     The non-profit hospital was sold in 2002 for $35 million 
to the for-profit Community Health Systems. Proceeds from 
the sale went to create the Salem Health and Wellness 
Foundation to provide health services in the county that the 
hospital did not provide. The value of the fund has increased 
to $51 million. 

Legislators Call for Return of  Trust Fund for Salem Memorial Hospital Sale 
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Pittsgrove Township Receives State Funding to Expand Preschool Program 

S enate President Sweeney and Deputy Assembly Speaker 
Burzichelli joined local education officials and township 

leaders on October 10 for a ribbon cutting event at Norma 
Elementary School in Pittsgrove Township to celebrate the 
new preschool program. 
     New Jersey Department of Education Preschool Educa-
tion Expansion Aid funded the preschool program for 3-year-
olds and 4-year-olds. Pittsgrove received a $1.5 million pre-
kindergarten expansion grant on September 1 and has 
worked to begin Pre-K education immediately. 
     “The years that a child attends preschool is a time during 
which significant developments in reasoning, language acqui-
sition, and problem solving occur,” said Senator Sweeney. 
“This grant is allowing the district to greatly expand its Pre-
K program from two half-day classrooms to eight full-day 
classrooms and one private Pre-K program. This is a signifi-
cant impact and I am honored to be here to celebrate it.” 
     “New Jersey is a leader in high quality preschool educa-
tion and evidence continues to show that these programs 
result in long-term gains for students in school but also later 
in life. This funding is great news because it will allow this 

district to con-
tinue the work to 
expand our suc-
cessful Pre-K 
programs to 
more children,” 
said Assembly-
man Burzichelli.  
     Pittsgrove’s 
school funding 
increased by 
$16,000 in     
formula aid, 
$31,000 in Ex-
traordinary Spe-
cial  Education 
Aid, and $1.5 
million in Pre-K 
education aid as a 
result of Senate President Sweeney’s school funding plan.  

State Legislature Leads Efforts to Attract Amazon HQ2 Project to New Jersey 

S enate President Sweeney and a  
bipartisan group of legislative lead-

ers joined together to draft legislation 
designed to attract online retailer Ama-
zon to establish its proposed “HQ2” in 
New Jersey. The leaders also sent a 
letter to Governor Christie outlining 
the proposal and requesting his       
support.   
     “This is an opportunity to capitalize 
on our strengths to bring a state-of-the
-art corporate headquarters to New 
Jersey that will generate significant 
long-term benefits of new jobs and sus-

tained economic growth,” said the Sen-
ator. “We possess the assets that will 
allow Amazon to thrive with a skilled 
workforce, a quality transportation in-
frastructure, the best research universi-
ties in the country and a strategic loca-
tion. We will work together and with 
Amazon on a plan that serves the best 
interests of the people of New Jersey.” 
     Under the proposed legislation, 
HQ2 will be designated a 
“Transformative Project,” making it 
eligible for additional tax credits,     
enhanced incentives, and the loosening 

of certain restrictions. In addition, all 
statutory limits on geographic location 
would be eliminated for transformative 
projects, like HQ2, in order to provide 
Amazon with the most flexibility in 
selecting its ideal location within New 
Jersey. 
 The state’s most attractive assets 
for HQ2 are its strategic location, high-
ly educated and skilled workforce, and 
mass transit system. When paired with 
a robust incentive package, the legisla-
tors hope to make New Jersey an ideal 
location for Amazon’s HQ2. 

Bills to Encourage Excess Food Donation and Reduce Food Waste Become Law 

A  two-bill package sponsored 
by Assemblyman Taliaferro 

that would make it easier for 
schools to donate excess and      
unused food, help reduce food waste 
and encourage the use of Jersey 
Fresh products in schools and    
colleges has been signed into law. 
     The first bill (A3056) requires 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection, in consultation with 
other appropriate state agencies, to 
establish voluntary guidelines for  

K-12 schools and institutions of higher education to reduce,  
recover and recycle food waste. 
     “We need to change the process of what we do with unused 
food in order to better serve people in need,” said Assembly-

man Taliaferro. “Providing a how-to guide to schools on how 
to donate excess food will help increase supply for food banks. 
This not only helps reduce food waste, but helps provide for 
people who depend on food assistance programs to feed them-
selves and their families.” 
     The bill would also amend the “Food Bank Good Samaritan 
Act” to extend legal immunity to public and nonpublic schools 
that donate food that appears to be fit for human consumption 
at the time it is donated to a nonprofit organization. Institu-
tions of higher education already receive such immunity under 
the Act. 
     The second bill (A3058) establishes the Farm to School 
Coordinating Council in the Department of Agriculture. It will 
examine all areas of the New Jersey Farm to School Program 
for ways to improve the program. The council will also focus 
on the procurement process relating to the purchase of       
agricultural products by schools from New Jersey farmers. 

In October, Sweeney and Burzichelli 
joined school officials and educators to 
celebrate the new preschool program at 
Norma Elementary School. 
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Updates of District Legislation in the 2016-2017 Legislative Session 

 Bill Protects Residents Affected by Equifax Breach   
S3503 (Sweeney) – Senator Sweeney introduced a bill to  
protect New Jerseyans affected by the Equifax security 
breach. The legislation would protect the rights of consum-
ers who place freezes on their credit reports and would 
prohibit credit-reporting agencies from charging fees to 
consumers who remove or lift security freezes on their  
reports.  

 
 Elimination of Property Tax Deduction is Opposed 
       SR139 (Sweeney) - A resolution opposing the elimination 
  of federal tax deduction for property taxes contained in the 
  Trump administration's recent federal tax reform proposal 
  passed the Senate unanimously on October 5. The  
  administration’s proposal, which is also opposed by all of 
  New Jersey’s Congressional representatives, has the  
  potential to raise property taxes while simultaneously     
      lowering property values across the state.  
 
 Employee Background Checks Bill Now Law 
  A4994 (Burzichelli) - A bill to require certain State and 
  local government agency employees with access to federal  
  tax information to undergo criminal history background   
  checks became law on July 21. 
 
 
 

 Law Passes to Regulate Fantasy Sports Games  
A3532 (Burzichelli) – Under this law passed in August, 
the Division of Consumer Affairs in the Department of 
Law and Public Safety is authorized to issue permits to 
fantasy sports operator applicants, as well as casino       
licensees and licensed racetracks that partner with fantasy 
sports operators. The purpose of this law is to protect   
consumers and promote a positive business environment 
for customers of fantasy sports activities.  

 

 Bill Criminalizing “Flakka” Signed into Law 
A2176 (Taliaferro) – Legislation sponsored by Assembly-
man Taliaferro to help curb the use of a street drug often 
associated with violent and self-destructive behavior     
became law on August 7. The law criminalizes the posses-
sion, distribution, manufacture, and sale of the drug alpha-
pyrrolidinopentiophenone, a synthetic drug commonly                  
referred to as “flakka” or “flocka.” 
 

 Bills to Protect Companion Animals Now Law 
 A3152/3154/2426 (Taliaferro) – A bill package that      

establishes requirements concerning necessary care of 
dogs, domestic companion animals, and service animals, 
and for tethering of dogs, was signed into law on August 7. 
In addition, the law establishes cruelly restraining a dog as 
a criminal and civil animal cruelty offense. 

Spotlight: Clayton’s Camp Salute Project Offers Affordable Housing for Veterans 

I n September, Senate President Sweeney joined in a ground-
breaking ceremony for the People for People Foundation’s 

new affordable housing project in Clayton. The new housing 
project, Camp Salute, is a permanent housing complex geared 
toward veterans.  
     “I would like to thank everyone involved in this project that 
will provide additional affordable housing options in Clayton,” 
said Senator Sweeney. “This project demonstrates the value of 
residents and organizations working together in service to the 
community to achieve a common goal. The brave members of 
our United States military have done so much for us, and it is 
only right that we make sure these men and women and their 
families have access to a suitable and affordable place to call 
home.” 
     Camp Salute is a housing complex for low and moderate 
income families that will offer veterans’ preference for appli-
cants. The project consists of 76 apartment units: 14 one-
bedroom units, 40 two-bedroom units and 22 three-bedroom 
units. Nineteen of the units will be fully accessible and will be 
set aside for disabled veterans. 
     “We believe in this area and we believe in providing resi-
dents and veterans with safe, secure and affordable housing 
options,” said Bernadette Blackstock, President and CEO of 
People for People. “We thank Senator Sweeney for his commit-
ment to this project and his support in making it a reality.” 
     Eighty percent of the project is financed through the         

Federal Low-
Income Housing 
Tax Credit Pro-
gram, which pro-
motes private devel-
opment of afforda-
ble housing pro-
jects. 
     The People for 
People Foundation 
of Gloucester Coun-
ty is a grassroots 
501 (c)3 organiza-
tion founded in   
November 2003 by 
community leaders 
who were concerned about helping their neighbors who fall on 
hard times. People for People’s mission is to provide financial 
and advocacy assistance to Gloucester County residents who 
are normally self-sufficient but have experienced a financial 
hardship due to loss of employment, sickness, accident, fire, or 
other unforeseen emergency. 
     Weather permitting, the goal is to have a Spring 2018 move
-in for the first building complex. Each unit will have a patio or 
balcony, with a community building housing the offices of  
People for People, a community room, an exercise room, a com-
puter lab and a playground area.  

Sweeney recently participated in the 
groundbreaking of a veterans-geared  
housing complex, Camp Salute. 


