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Legislators Continue Efforts to Fully Fund School Formula  

T he Third District Legisla-
tors continue to work with 

their colleagues in the Legisla-
ture to bring all New Jersey 
school districts into line with 
the funding formula established 
in the School Funding Reform 
Act of 2008 (SFRA).   
 “We took a big first step in 

achieving the funding redistribution for this 
Fiscal Year,” said Senate President Sweeney. 
“We look forward to working with the new 
Governor to continue that effort. Bringing 
every district into line with the SFRA is  
critical, not only to making sure every student 
has the opportunity to succeed, but also to  
addressing the serious issues faced by taxpay-
ers in districts that are not properly funded 
throughout the state.”  

 “We will continue to look at this from top 
to bottom,” said Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, 
who serves as chair of the Assembly Appropri-
ations Committee. “We have a formula that 
works. It was run improperly for too long and 
it is incumbent on us to make it equitable 
again. We can do it, but it will take hard work 
from all involved.” 
 The Legislature agreed in June on a budget 
that includes a redistribution of $31 million in 
state aid to school districts that previously 
were receiving less than the amount  
prescribed by the SFRA. Also included was a 
$125 million boost in overall funding to ease 
the transition. The agreement further elimi-
nated growth caps and began to phase out  
adjustment aid, both of which were key factors 
in creating funding disparities.   
 “We owe it to our children to see this effort 
through,” added Assemblyman Taliaferro.  

New Jersey Legislature Reorganizes for the 2018-19 Session 

T he 2018-
2019 Leg-

islative Session 
began on Janu-
ary 9 as the 
state Senate 
and Assembly 
reorganized. 
Each session 
consists of two 
years and as a 
session con-
cludes all pend-

ing legislation that is not signed into law must 
be reintroduced at the beginning of the next 
session.   
 New Jersey Senate terms are on a 10-year 
cycle which consists of one two-year term fol-

lowed by two consecutive four-year terms.  
The Assembly members always serve two-
year terms. 
 Senator Steve Sweeney was elected by his 
New Jersey Senate colleagues to serve another 
term as Senate President. This position  
includes calling the Senate to order, making 
committee appointments, preparing the Senate 
calendar of Bills and Resolutions, certifying 
the passage of bills, and setting the schedule 
for Senate committee meetings.  As Senate 
President, Senator Sweeney does not serve on 
any Senate committees, however, he still  
introduces and sponsors legislation on behalf 
of the district.  
 Assemblyman John Burzichelli serves as 
Deputy Speaker in the New Jersey General 
Assembly.  Article Continues on Page 4. 
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Law Strengthens Background Checks to Protect Individuals with Disabilities 

O n January 15, Senate President 
Sweeney’s bill to strengthen 

state law by requiring the New Jersey 
Department of Human Services to be 
responsible for background checks on 
workers hired to care for people with 
developmental disabilities was signed 

into law. 
 The new law was crafted in response to an audit that 
found that some of the caregivers sidestepped the previous 
law requiring criminal background checks, and that others 
failed to comply. It will expand the current federal and 
state background check requirements for agencies who 
serve individuals with developmental disabilities.  
 It will also expressly require federal and state back-
ground checks for persons working in agencies that serve 
individuals with brain injuries, community care residences, 

and any alternates for community care residences. It shifts 
the responsibility for reviewing background checks from 
the agency to the State. 
 “Those who provide care for people with developmental 
disabilities are entrusted with important responsibilities 
that include the safety of a vulnerable population,” said 
Senator Sweeney. “Thorough and effective background 
checks are needed to make sure that this trust is well 
placed, that safety standards are enforced, and that the care 
they receive is the best.” 
 The law further clarifies in statute that all residences 
for individuals with developmental disabilities which are 
licensed by the Department of Human Services or the  
Department of Children and Families would be required to 
have an unannounced annual inspection if there are  
pending safety issues. 

Sweeney Sponsors Measure to Promote Pay Equity in New Jersey’s Workplaces 

L egislation sponsored by 
Senate President 

Sweeney that would prohibit 
employers from discriminat-
ing on the basis of sex when 
determining compensation 
was reintroduced in the new 
legislative session.  
 “It is unfortunate that we 

need to put this into law,” said Senate President Sweeney. 
“Study after study continues to show that female employ-
ees make measurably less than their male counterparts for 
substantially similar work. Getting this in writing will put 

employers on notice that New Jersey will not be a haven 
for this kind of discrimination.” 
 The same bill was passed during the previous legislative 
session with bipartisan support, but was vetoed by then-
Governor Christie.  The measure’s reintroduction coincides 
with an Executive Order signed by Governor Murphy  
prohibiting state agencies from asking job applicants for 
their wage history, a practice that has been recognized as 
perpetuating inequalities in pay. 
 In addition, the Legislature has also reintroduced a 
measure to bring greater funding to women’s health and 
family planning.  

 

Legislation Continues Discussion of  End of  Life Options for the Terminally Ill 

I  recently reintroduced legislation 
that would establish the “Aid in 

Dying for the Terminally Ill Act.”   
 The Assembly bill 1504 would 
permit an adult New Jersey resident, 
who is competent to make their own 
health care decisions and who has 
been determined by an attending 
physician to be terminally ill, to 
obtain medication that they may self
-administer to terminate their life.   

 The bill defines “terminally ill” as the terminal stage of 
an irreversibly fatal illness, disease, or condition with a 
prognosis, based upon reasonable medical certainty, of a 
life expectancy of six months or less. 
 The intent of this legislation is to give a dying patient, 
under very specific circumstances, a choice as to how he/
she wishes to conclude their life. It does not compel  
anyone in the process to go against any religious or moral  
beliefs.   

 The state of Oregon implemented a similar act, known 
as the Death with Dignity Act, in 1997.  Data collected 
over the years shows that not all of those who request a 
prescription to end their life actually chose to take it.  For 
example, in 2016, 204 people requested and received the 
medication. Of those 204 requestors, only 133 people 
chose to ingest the medication. It is an individual choice 
that is entirely up to the patient. 
 Undoubtedly, this is not an easy discussion. It is a very 
personal and passionate issue. I greatly respect the  
arguments and concerns on both sides of this debate  
regarding end-of-life decisions. I approach this important 
issue with the belief that when a person faces the unfortu-
nate circumstances in which the pain of a terminal illness 
can no longer be diminished with medicine, he/she should 
have the right to choose, or not to choose, an alternative to 
suffering. 
 
John Burzichelli, Assembly Deputy Speaker 
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Bill to Protect Pollinating Bees is Signed into Law 

L egislation spon-
sored by Assem-

blyman Adam 
Taliaferro to encour-
age farmers markets 
to participate in food 

assistance programs for low-income 
families was signed into law on  
January 8. 
 The law (A4786) is designed to 
streamline the application process to 
make it easier for farmers markets to 
participate in federal and state nutri-
tion programs in an effort to increase 
access to fresh foods for individuals 
receiving assistance. 
 “Farmers markets are a source of 
local, fresh food for their communi-
ties,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. 
“However, with multiple applications, 
the process to become a farmer’s 
market vendor can be discourag-
ing.  The application process needs to 
be streamlined to do away with sepa-
rate authorizations and allow as 

many farmers market vendors as pos-
sible to participate.” 
 It requires the WIC Services Unit 
in the Department of Health to  
authorize a farmer’s market vendor 
to participate in the federal Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) for Women, Infants 
and Children (WIC), if the applicant 
is approved to operate as a farmer’s 
market for the federal and state  
nutrition programs.  
 Currently, farmers markets are 
required to receive authorization sep-
arately from the state WIC Services 
Unit to participate in the WIC Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Programs and 
the Senior Farmers’ Market Nutri-
tion Program, and from the federal 
Department of Agriculture to partici-
pate as an authorized SNAP farmer’s 
market vendor. This bill will allow 
the one federal application to serve as 
authorization for all three programs.  
  

Funding is Directed to 
Farmland Preservation 
 

A  bill, sponsored by Taliaferro 
was signed into law in Janu-

ary that appropriates $1,737,902 
to the State Agriculture Develop-
ment Committee (SADC) for  
farmland preservation purposes.  
 This funding is from constitu-
tionally dedicated corporation 
business tax revenues in the 
“Preserve New Jersey Farmland 
Preservation Fund.” 
 Specifically, the law appropri-
ates funds for grants to four  
qualifying tax exempt nonprofit 
organizations for (1) up to 50  
percent of the cost of acquisition of 
development easements on farm-
land for farmland preservation 
purposes, or (2) up to 50 percent of 
the cost of acquisition of fee simple 
titles to farmland for resale or 
lease with agricultural deed  
restrictions approved by the 
SADC. 
 Additional legislation intro-
duced by the Third District Legis-
lators, was also recently signed 
into law. The measure appropri-
ates $500,000 to the SADC for a 
municipal planning incentive grant 
for farmland preservation  
purposes.   
 This funding is also from  
constitutionally dedicated corpora-
tion business tax revenues in the 
“Preserve New Jersey Farmland 
Preservation Fund,” established 
pursuant to the “Preserve New 
Jersey Act.” This law directly  
provides a grant to Mannington 
Township in Salem County. 
 New Jersey’s farmlands are the 
foundation for a strong agricultur-
al industry and a way of life for 
generations of farming families. 
Farmland preservation is a key 
component for our agriculture  
industry to sustain itself and for it 
to continue to be a pillar of the 
state’s economy.  

Law Expands Nutrition Program Participation 

O n January 16, 
the governor 

signed into law a 
bill co-sponsored 
by Assemblyman 
Adam Taliaferro, 
to protect pollinat-
ing bees from  
pesticide exposure 

and help address the decline in  
New Jersey’s bee population. 
 The decline in New Jersey’s  
honey bee population has been 
steady and has even surpassed the 
national average. Nationwide, hon-
eybee deaths average 33 percent a 
year, according to a media report. 
This continued decline could have a 
major impact on the state’s agricul-
tural industry which relies heavily 
on these pollinators.  
 “This decline in our bee popula-
tion threatens food production and 
the livelihood of our farmers,” said 
Taliaferro. “These steps will help 
limit exposure to these toxic sub-
stances to ensure bees can continue 

their important role in our food pro-
duction.” 
 The law (A3398) requires pesti-
cide applicators to notify beekeepers 
when they are applying pesticide 
within three miles of a registered 
honey or native beehive or beeyard. 
Under the law, the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
must adopt regulations allowing 
beekeepers to register their honey or 
native beehives or beeyards with the 
department. Beekeepers would have 
to register by March 1 every year. 
 Under previous regulations, apia-
rists may register their apiaries with 
the DEP, and pesticide applicators 
are required to notify apiarists prior 
to applying pesticide products that 
may be toxic to bees within three 
miles of a registered apiary.  Howev-
er, the term “apiary” is generally 
understood only to refer to honey 
bees.  It is the intent of this new law 
to codify and expand the existing 
registration and notification regula-
tions to native beehives and  
beeyards.   
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Our Legislators Around the District  

Sweeney, Burzichelli, Taliaferro Begin New Terms as Legislature Reorganizes 
Continued from Page 1. 
As Deputy Speaker, Burzichelli 
may officiate Assembly sessions if 
the Speaker is called away from the 
Assembly floor. In addition, the 
Assemblyman will again serve as 
the chair of the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee and the vice 
chair of the Assembly Budget 
Committee.  
 The Appropriations Committee 
considers legislation that presents 
a cost to or requires an  

appropriation from the State.  
 The Budget Committee oversees and constructs the 
state budget. The state budget process begins in February 
with the governor’s Budget address and must be passed by 
July 1 of each year. The Committee holds public hearings 

and takes testimony from the public and department heads 
from all branches of state government on funding programs 
and matters pertaining to the costs of running the state 
government. 
 Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro was appointed the chair 
of the Law and Public Safety Committee and will continue 
to serve on the Agriculture and Natural Resources Commit-
tee. The Law and Public Safety Committee considers  
legislation concerning matters such as public safety, fire-
arms issues, and corrections. The Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee hears testimony on issues related to 
animals, fish and wildlife, farming and agriculture. 
 In these leadership roles, the legislators have greater 
ability to serve and advocate on behalf of the residents of 
the Third Legislative District. The District is made up of 
all of Salem County, and parts of Cumberland and  
Gloucester Counties. 

Pictured clockwise starting from the bottom left: Taliaferro visits 
Lower Alloways Creek school; the legislators congratulate recipients 
of the Salem County Military Service Medal; Sweeney celebrates the 
opening of U.S. Renal Care, Carneys Point; Taliaferro joins the  
Salem County Habitat for Humanity for a groundbreaking in  
Pedricktown.  


